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ATOMS  FOR  PEACE 


Preliminary  City  Plan 
Completed  By  Board 

Completion  of  a  preliminary  Qty  Plan  document  in  May,  1958, 
stands  out  as  the  major  accomplishment  of  the  year  for  the  Cambridge 
Planning  Board.  The  product  of  years  of  study,  and  many  months  of 
concentrated  writing  and  review,  the  general  plan  will  provide  the 
basis  for  assisting  in  sound  decisions  for  the  future  of  the  City.  The 
Plan  has  been  discussed  with  the  City  Council,  department  heads,  and 
civic  groups  in  order  to  determine  its  adequacy.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  a  consolidated  redraft  for  public  distribution  was  in  the  early 
stages  of  preparation. 


Shovm  above  is  another  in  the  long  list  of  “Firsts  for  Cam¬ 
bridge”.  This  is  the  M.  I.  T.  Nuclear  Reactor  on  Albany  street,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  “tamed”  atomic  energy  was  demonstrated  in  1958  for 
the  first  time  in  New  England.  Except  for  the  propulsive  reactor  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  submarine  “Nautilus”,  this  reactor  is  a  pioneer  in  the 
field  of  harnessing  atomic  energy  for  peaceful  uses.  The  reactor  is 
being  used  in  a  wide  range  of  research  projects,  including  medical 
treatments.  The  reactor  is  enclosed  in  a  welded,  gas  tight,  steel  and 
concrete  structure  70  feet  in  diameter  with  a  dome  50  ft.  above  ground 
level.  At  the  left  is  a  redwood  cooling  tower. 

Redevelopment  Authority  Marks 
First  Year  of  Organization 

The  Cambridge  Redevelopment  Authority  on  the  first  anniversary 
of  its  organization  elected  the  following  officers  on  February  19,  1958 
to  serve  one  year:  Paul  R.  Corcoran,  Chairman;  Raymond  S.  McLay, 
Vice  Chairman;  Thaddeus  R.  Beal,  Treasurer;  Charles  M.  Haar,  Assis¬ 
tant  Treasurer. 

T  V.  u  terviewed  all  prospective  redevelopers 

t  a  ^  e^P^wsed  asi  interest  in  the  site 

of  the  Authority,  was  elected  Assistant 


Treasurer  on  July  16,  1958,  when  Pro¬ 
fessor  Haar  resigned  to  start  an  ex¬ 
tended  tour  of  Europe.  On  June  23, 
1958,  John  M.  Lunn  was  appointed  by 
the  City  Man  ager  and  confirmed  by  the 
City  Council  to  a  full  five-year  term 
on  the  Redevelopment  Authority. 


Cambridgeport  Urban  Renewal  Project 
It  is  hoped  that  the  City’s  contribu¬ 
tion  will  be  covered  for  the  most  part 
by  about  $1,300,000  credit  representing 
the  cost  of  the  new  Morse  School  within 
the  project  area. 

The  City  Council  approved  the  filing 


The  Authority,  during  1958,  had  the  of  an  application  tor  Federal  planning 
following  projects  under  consideration,  and  survey  funds  for  the  Cambridge- 


Rogers  Block  Project 
In  February  1958,  the  Authority  com¬ 
pleted  the  relocation  of  57  families,  and 
all  commercial  tenants  were  relocated 
by  May  of  1958. 

The  Authority  is  determined  that  the 
land  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  best 


port  Urban  Renewal  Project  (where  re¬ 
habilitation  and  conservation  of  existing 
structures  are  to  be  emphasized  with  a 
minimum  of  demolition)  and  the  Federal 
Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  ap¬ 
proved  the  application  on  May  20,  1958. 

The  Redevelopment  Authority  signed 
a  contract  with  th,;  City  of  Cambridge 


Resignations  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  Dean  Jose  Luis  Serf,  and  the 
Planning  Director,  Mark  Fortune,  were 
major  changes  in  Board  and  staff  com¬ 
position  in  1958.  Mark  Fortune  was  a 
member  of  the  staff  for  14  years. 

Alan  McClennen,  a  nationally  known 
expert  and  planning  director  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was 
appointed  Planning  Director  to  fill  the 
vactmcy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
the  former  director. 

Dominic  J.  Percoco  was  elected  Chair¬ 
man,  following  the  resignation  of  Dean 
Serf,  while  Vice-Admiral  E.  L  .Cochrane, 
U.  S.  N.,  (Ret.)  was  named  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  7.  -  member  Board. 

Work  With  Other  Agencies 
Beyond  publication  of  the  City  Plan 
and  the  discussions  relating  to  it,  the 
major  study  areas  of  the  Planning 
Board  in  1958  were  the  continued 
analysis  of  revisions  to  the  Cambridge 
Zoning  Ordinance,  liaison  with  the  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authority  and  other  muni¬ 
cipal  departments  on  urban  renewal 
programs,  and  studies  in  cooperation 
with  local  and  metropolitan  agencies 
reiative  to  highway  planning. 

Zoning  discussion  meetings  were  held 
with  a  special  committee  representing 
city  -  wide  civic  groups  with  a  view  to 
preparing  a  document  for  submission 
to  the  City  Council.  In  November,  the 
Planning  Board  submitted  its  prelim¬ 
inary  proposals,  and  in  mid  -  December 
heid  a  public  hearing  on  the  matter  as 
required  under  State  statutes.  This 
definitive  text  has  provided  a  basis  for 
specific  comments  and  criticism  many 
of  which  will  be  incorporated  in  a  re¬ 
vised  text  tor  City  Council  consideration 
in  1959, 

During  the  year  the  Planning  Board 
also  executed  a  new  contract  with  the 
firm  of  Adams,  Howard,  and  Greeley  for 
thorough  study  of  the  Zoning  Map  in 
the  light  of  the  generally  accepted 
modifications  of  the  Zoning  text.  Work 
on  both  the  text  and  map  continued 
during  the  last  three  months  of  1958 
and  will  run  well  into  1959. 

Belt  Highway  Study 
Problems  related  to  highway  improve¬ 
ment  programs  have  consumed  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  Board  and  staff 
time.  Early  in  1958,  the  Planning  Board 


endorsed  the  recommendations  of  con¬ 
sultants  calling  for  the  Brookline  -  Elm 
Street  alignment  tor  the  portion  of  the 
Inner  Belt  Highway  through  Cambridge. 
Representatives  of  the  Board  were 
called  on  several  times  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public  Works 
in  conjunction  with  a  re  -  analysis  of 
the  Inner  Belt.  Representatives  of  the 
Cambridge  Planning  Board  also  worked 
closely  with  those  of  Boston,  Brookline, 
and  Somerville  to  select  a  route  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Planning  agencies  of  each 
community  within  the  requirements  of 
federal  -  aid  highway  standards.  As  a 
result  general  agreement  has  been 
reached  on  a  location  which  should 
benefit  the  future  development  of  each 
community. 

Mid  -  Cambridge  Surveyed 

Staff  time  was  also  devoted  to  the 
initiation  of  a  Capital  Improvement 
program. 

Mid  -  Cambridge,  in  the  fall  of  1958, 
was  selected  as  an  area  for  Intensified 
study  analysis  which  would  result  in 
an  active  rehabilitation  program 
through  local  self  -  help  projects,  muni¬ 
cipal  action  and  Federal  Mortgage 
Insurance.  Thus  far,  the  studies  under¬ 
taken  have  ranged  from  street  widening 
and  tree  planting,  to  an  analysis  of 
recreation  needs  of  the  community 
including  problems  related  to  sites  to 
overcome  deficiencies.  Also  included  in 
the  list  of  projects  underway  are  par¬ 
king  and  traffic  studies,  the  library 
annex,  and  location  and  condition  of 
of  rooming  houses.  Meetings  with  local 
citizen  groups  to  discuss  and  aid  this 
revitalization  of  the  Mid-Cambridge 
community  are  expected  to  begin  in  the 
summer  of  1959. 

The  Board  held  33  meetings  and  pro¬ 
cessed  3  applications  for  zone  changes. 

Dean  Jose  Luis  Sert  and  Dominic  J. 
Percoco  shared  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Cambridge  Planning  Board  during  1958. 
Other  members  of  the  Planning  Board 
were  Henry  Altman,  Admiral  E.  L, 
Cochrane,  USN  (Ret.),  Paul  Feloney, 
Joseph  (Tuiney,  Simon  Kirshen,  and 
John  M.  Woolsey^  Jr.  Alan  McClennen 
is  the  Planning  Director.  Offices  of  the 
Planning  Board  are  located  at  McCus- 
ker  Center,  Inman  street. 


interest  not  only  of  the  Federal  gov-  firefighters  in  their  off-time 

emment,  which  is  paying^ two-thirds  of  ^ 


the  net  project  cost,  but  also  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  City  of  Cambridge. 

Riverview  Project 


During  July  1958  this  survey  was 
conducted  under  the  immediate  super¬ 
vision  of  a  Health  Department  Inspec- 


After  the  City  Council  approved  an  foi’-  The  survey  revealed  there  are  1,280 
application  for  Federal  planning  funds  structures  used  for  residential  purposes 


for  the  Riverview  Project,  the  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authority  prepared  and  sub 
mitted,  in  January  1958,  a  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Plan  and  Application  tor  Loan 
and  Grant  to  the  Federal  Housing  and 
Home  Finance  Agency. 

The  Redevelopment  Authority  ar¬ 
ranged  a  public  hearing  on  the  Plan  on 


of  which  71  also  have  a  commercial  use 
located  inside.  The  area  contains  3,690 
dwelling  units.  Inspectors  were  able  to 
complete  information  on  457c  of  the 
structures  and  44%  of  the  dwelling 
units.  The  size  of  this  sample  is  deemed 
to  be  more  than  adequate  for  planning 
and  statistical  purposes  since  structures 


September  8,  1958  in  the  City  Council  ^bd  dwelling  unit  were  surveyed  in  each 
Chamber  with  most  of  the  members  of  of  the  102  city  blocks  within  the  Cam- 
City  Council  present.  Approximately  150  bridgeport  project  area.  The  area  has 

240  structures  which  are  entirely  de¬ 
voted  to  industrial  and  commercial  use. 
Donnelly  Field  Project 
The  approval  of  the  Donnelly  Field 
Urban  Renewal  Project  by  the  Housing 
and  Home  Finance  Agency  was  sought 
during  1958  since  such  approval  would 
mean  that  Cambridge  could  start  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Charles  G.  Harrington 


Cambridge  residents  appeared  at  the 
hearing.  Twenty-eight  of  those  who 
spoke  at  this  hearing  were  in  favor  of 
the  Plan  and  18  registered  their  opposi¬ 
tion. 

After  the  City  Council  approved, 
the  Authority  set  to  work  to  es¬ 
tablish  criteria  for  the  buildings  to  be 
erected  on  the  project  site  and  prepared 


documents  containing  the  criteria  for  School  at  Donnelly  Field  and  apply  the 
HHFA  approval.  The  Authority  also  in-  cost  of  that  school  as  the  City’s  con¬ 


tribution  to  the  net  cost  of  the  urban 
renewal  project.  Such  credit  would  not 
have  been  allowed  If  the  school  con¬ 
struction  had  started  prior  to  approval 
of  the  urban  renewal  project  by  HHFA. 

The  original  application  to  the  Fed¬ 
eral  government  of  the  Donnelly  Field 
Project  as  approved  by  the  City  Council 
in  December  1957  covered  187  acres  and 
called  tor  a  Federal  contribution  of 
$4,800,000.  The  cutback  during  1958  of 
Federal  urban  renewal  funds  available 
to  U.  S.  communities  resulted  in  the 
size  of  the  project  being  reduced  to  84 
acres  and  a  Federal  contribution  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $1,457,689. 

Houghton  Renewal  Project 
An  application  approved  by  the  City 
Council  on  September  16,  1957  for  Fed¬ 
eral  funds  tor  the  Houghton  Urban  Re¬ 
newal  Project  was  returned  to  the  Re¬ 
development  Authority  by  HHFA  with 
the  explanation  that  there  were  insuffi¬ 
cient  funds  available  for  this  additional 
project  in  Cambridge.  The  Authority 
plans  to  resubmit  the  application  later. 

Mid-Cambridge  Project 
The  Redevelopment  Authority  stands 
ready  to  cooperate  with  the  Cambridge 
Planning  Board  which  is  working  on  an 
application  tor  the  Mid-Cambridge  Pro¬ 
ject,  which  means  that  no  Federal 
funds  will  be  contributed  to  the  project 
but  that  property  owners  in  the  area 
could  receive  more  favorable  terms  on 


mortgage  money  and  loans  with  which 
to  improve  their  properties.  There  are 
the  same  benefits  planned  for  property 
owners  in  urban  renewal  project  areas. 

The  City  of  Cambridge  would  commit 
itself,  among  other  things,  to  make  cer¬ 
tain  civic  improvements  in  the  Mid- 
Cambridge  project  area  designed  to  up¬ 
grade  the  entire  neighborhood. 

The  Belt  Route 

The  coordination  of  the  urban  renewal 
and  the  highways  program  has  yet  to 
become  an  accomplished  fact,  although 
the  City  Council  has  furnished  to  the 
State  all  the  study  material  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  Belt  Route  made  available  to  the 
Council.  The  decision  now  rests  with 
the  State. 

Because  highway  lines  go  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  urban  renewal  pro¬ 
jects,  the  Redevelopment  Authority 
must  conform  to  the  overall  planning 
tor  the  city  as  approved  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Planning  Board  and  the  City 
Council. 

The  Redevelopment  Authority  appre¬ 
ciates  the  coordination  experienced  in 
the  urban  renewal  program  and  the  co¬ 
operation  given  during  the  past  year  by 
the  State  Housing  Board,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Housing  Authority,  Mayor  Tho¬ 
mas  M.  McNamara,  City  Manager  John 
J.  Curry,  the  City  Council,  and  the 
heads  of  the  City  Departments  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 
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1958  City  Government  Organized  Speedily 


1958  CITY  COUNCILLORS 


Charles  A.  Watson 


Mrs.  Cornelia  B.  Wheeler 


Mrs.  Pearl  K.  Wise 


The  Cambridge  City  Government  was  quickly  organized  on  Mon- 
day,  January  6,  1958  when  the  newly  elected  City  Council  was  called 
to  order  by  City  Clerk  Frederick  J.  Burke. 


Assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
the  City  Council  proceeded  with  the 
first  order  of  business  —  the  election  of 
a  Mayor  to  serve  for  the  two  year  term 
1958-1959. 

Within  15  minutes  after  the  meeting 
had  been  called  to  order,  veteran  City 
Councillor  Thomas  M.  McNamara  had 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor, 
thus  becoming  the  eighth  mayor  to 
serve  under  the  Plan  “E"  charter. 

City  Councillor  Alfred  E.  Vellucci 
was  elected  vice-mayor. 

City  Manager  John  J.  Curry  was 
unanimously  elected  City  Manager  for 
the  two-year  period.  It  was  the  City 
Manager's  third  election  to  a  two-year 
term. 

A  new  City  Councillor  made  her  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  Council  Chamber  when 
Mrs.  Cornelia  B.  Wheeler  was  sworn 
into  office.  Mrs.  Wheeler  joined  City 
Councillor  Mrs.  Pearl  K.  Wise  to  give 


Cambridge  two  women  legislators  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  City. 

Other  City  Councillors  elected  for  the 
two  year  term  1958-1959  were  Council¬ 
lors  Edward  A.  Crane,  Joseph  A.  De- 
Guglielmo,  John  D.  Lynch,  Edward  J. 
Sullivan,  and  Charles  A.  Watson. 

The  Cambridge  School  Committee 
was  organized  the  same  day  when 
Mayor  McNamara  assumed  the  Chair¬ 
manship  of  the  Committee  by  virtue  of 
his  election  as  Chief  Executive.  James 
F.  Fitzgerald,  senior  member  in  service, 
was  elected  vice-chairman  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Two  new  members  of  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  were  sworn  into  office.  They 
were  Daniel  J.  Hayes,  Jr.,  and  Edward 
T.  Sullivan. 

Other  School  Committee  members 
elected  for  the  1958-1959  term  were 
Anthony  Galluccio,  Mrs.  George  W.  Og¬ 
den,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Judson  T.  Shaplin. 


City  Manager  Outlines  Duties 
And  Cites  Progress  Made  in  ’58 


By  John  J.  Curry,  City  Manager 

As  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  City,  the  City  Manager 


is  responsible  for  the  administration 
is  to  see  that  the  policies  of  the  City 

The  charter  provides  that  he  should 
advise  the  City  Council  concerning  the 
financial  condition  and  future  needs  of 
the  City. 

The  year  1958  saw  much  progress 
being  made  on  many  and  varied  fronts. 
The  working  drawings  for  the  proposed 
new  Donnelly  Field  School  were  com¬ 
pleted:  planning  for  the  new  Peabody 
School  was  begun;  the  War  Memorial 
Building,  with  its  three  swimming  pools 
and  two  gymnasiums,  was  opened  for 
full  scale  operations  and  a  coordination 
of  its  activities  effected  between  the 
Recreation  and  School  Departments;  the 
meshing  of  the  Donnelly  Field  Urban 
Renewal  program  and  the  new  Donnelly 
Field  School  construction  met  with 


of  all  departments.  His  prime  duty 
Council  are  carried  out. 
much  success;  a  great  deal  of  rehabilita¬ 
tion  work  was  carried  on  in  the  City 
Hospital  and  in  the  Libraries;  planning 
for  the  addition  to  the  Central  Library 
made  headway;  the  employees’  Insur¬ 
ance  program  was  extended  to  include 
major  medical  coverage;  the  City  Hall 
electrical  wiring  system  was  completely 
renewed. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  highlights 
of  our  municipal  administration.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  improve  the  efficiency 
of  our  day  to  day  services.  To  this  end, 
new  and  better  equipment  has  been 
purchased  in  many  departments. 

A  well  balanced  approach  to  oUr  prob¬ 
lems  has  been  our  constant  aim. 


Election  Commission 
Notes  Population 
Drop  in  1958 

The  Cambridge  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  is  a  bi-partisan  board  of 
four  members  appointed  by  the  City 
Manager  from  nominees  submitted  to 
him  by  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
City  Committees  as  party  vacancies 
occur. 

Beginning  on  January  1  of  each  year 
the  Commissioners  are  required  by  sta¬ 
tute  to  list  every  person  over  20  years 
of  age  and  to  make  true  lists  of  names, 
ages,  occupations  and  national  origin. 

In  1958,  the  annual  listing  totalled 
64.814  names,  a  decrease  of  2513  from 
the  previous  year.  The  listing  showed 
also  that  10,175  persons  moved  within 
the  city  and  the  names  of  1187  persons 
were  dropped  from  the  lists  because  of 
death. 

The  State  Primary  and  Election  wais 
held  in  1958.  There  were  18,807  votes 
cast  in  the  primary  election  with  67.31 
per  cent  of  the  Democratic  registrants 
voting  and  46.79  per  cent  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  registrants  voting.  It  is  estimated 
that  39  per  cent  of  the  voters  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  are  not  reg.stered  under  the 
banner  of  the  major  parties  and  are 
classed  as  “independents.” 

In  the  November  election  for  state 
and  county  offices,  39,988  voters  cast 
ballots,  which  was  80.66  per  cent  of  the 
total  registered  vote.  Total  expenditure 
for  the  primary  and  election  amounted 
to  $20,238.  The  total  expenditure  for  the 
department  for  the  year  was  $61,314. 

Miss  Constance  R  Milton  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Com¬ 
missioners.  Mrs.  Alice  E.  McCarthy  is 
a  member  of  the  Commission  and  Tho¬ 
mas  J,  Hartnett  is  a  Commissioner  and 
Secretary  of  the  Board. 

Mrs.  Henrietta  M.  Cazmary  was  named 
by  the  City  Manager  to  fill  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  her  late  husband. 


1958  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Shown  above  is  the  1958  School  Committee.  Members  of  the  Committee  seated  are,  left  to  right, 
Anthony  Galluccio,  Dr.  Judson  T.  Shaplin,  Mayor  Thomas  M.  McNamara,  Mrs.  George  W.  Ogden,  Jr., 
Edward  T.  Sullivan,  and  Daniel  J.  Hayes,  Jr.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  Superintendent  of  Schools  John 
M.  Tobin,  Assistant  Superintendent  Edward  J.  Danehy,  Edward  J.  O’Connell,  secretary  to  the  School 
Committee,  and  John  R.  McCarthy,  secretary  to  the  superintendent  of  schools. 
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High  Fire  losses  Spur  Prevention  Program 


CD  Police  and  Fire  Units  Keep 
Active  with  Pnbiic  Service  Programs 

Continuous  training  for  active  divisions  and  distribution  of  infor¬ 
mational  literature  were  highlights  of  the  year’s  activity  for  the  Cam- 
bi’idge  Civil  Defense  Agency  as  outlined  in  the  annual  report  of 
Deputy  Fire  Chief  EMmund  M.  Burke,  Civil  Defense  Director  for 
Cambridge. 


The  most  active  divisions  of  the  de¬ 
fense  agency  are  the  auxiliary  police 
and  fire  departments  and  the  communi¬ 
cations  and  air  raid  warning  divisions, 
Chief  Burke  reports. 

Under  the  direction  of  Chief  Louis  J. 
Lawson,  the  Auxiliary  Fire  Division 
conducted  281  outside  drills  which  en¬ 
tailed  7790  man  hours  of  training.  In 
addition,  the  auxiliary  fire  fighters  re¬ 
sponded  to  one  multiple  alarm  fire,  three 
still  alarms  and  one  box  alarm  to  assist 
in  battling  Cambridge  fires.  Addition¬ 
ally,  the  auxiliary  fire  fighters  partici¬ 
pated  in  14  miscellaneous  details  and 
emergency  stand-bys.  The  fire-fighting 
equipment  participated  in  seven  parades 
and  won  prizes  on  two  occasions. 

For  a  period  during  the  year,  the  Civil 
Defense  fire-fighting  equipment  was 
placed  in  regular  department  service 
during  emergencies  caused  by  break¬ 
down  of  regular  equipment. 

Service  By  Police 

The  Police  Auxiliary  division  con¬ 
tinued  its  usual  fine  service  through¬ 
out  the  year  by  augmenting  the  regular 
police  department  in  the  handling  of 
traffic  problems  at  all  public  celebra¬ 
tions,  high  school  graduations,  Hal¬ 
loween  safety  details  to  pile  up  an  im¬ 
pressive  total  of  4200  hours  of  volunteer 
police  duty  during  the  year. 

The  auxiliary  police  maintains  a  con¬ 
tinuing  program  of  training  in  police 
duty,  first  aid,  the  use  and  care  of  fire¬ 
arms  and  markmanship  under  the  super¬ 
vision  and  direction  of  Sergt.  Matthew 
McPhelim  of  the  Police  Department, 
who  was  appointed  to  succeed  Chief 
Daniel  J.  Brennan  as  Director  of  the 
Auxiliary  Police. 

The  Auxiliary  police  officers  continued 
their  program  of  assisting  the  Jimmy 
Fund,  a  research  agency  for  combating 
cancer  in  children.  The  Cambridge  Aux¬ 
iliary  Police  collected  and  contributed 
$4364  to  the  Jimmy  Fund  in  1958. 

Radio  Section  Busy 

Regular  monthly  communications 
tests  were  conducted  by  the  Communi¬ 
cations  division  of  the  Cambridge  Civil 
Defense  agency.  These  tests,  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  17  cities  and  towns 
comprising  a  sector,  were  combination 
equipment  tests  and  radio  drills  for  the 
volunteer  personnel. 

The  communications  division  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  nation-wide  test  from  May 
6-9  and  volunteer  workers  manned  the 
Cambridge  Control  Center  continuously 
throughout  the  three-day  test. 

The  communications  division  has  es¬ 
tablished  a  local  radio  net  with  fixed 
stations  at  the  Cambridge  City  Hospital, 
the  Public  Works  Department  and  the 
Cambridge  Chapter,  Red  Cross,  to  main¬ 


tain  radio  contact  with  the  main  Con¬ 
trol  Center  established  at  the  Cambridge 
City  Infirmary.  This  local  net  is  supple¬ 
mented  by  mobile  units  which  maintain 
radio  communication  with  the  Sector 
Control  Center,  the  fire,  police  and  the 
city  local  network. 

Training  Courses  Held 
The  Civil  Defense  Agency  coordinated 
a  series  of  training  courses  in  heavy 
rescue  work,  radiological  monitoring, 
disaster  nursing,  fire  training,  and  wel¬ 
fare  problems  arising  from  disasters. 
The  courses  were  attended  by  city  em¬ 
ployes  who  were  awarded  certificates 
upon  completion  of  the  courses. 

The  Civil  Defense  agency  took  full 
advantage  of  the  program  which  makes 
surplus  government  property  available 
for  purchase  at  reduced  prices.  Equip¬ 
ment  with  a  value  of  $26,652  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Civil  Defense  Director  at 
a  cost  of  $690.  This  surplus  equipment 
included  gasoline  powered  generators, 
portable  lights,  a  trailer  fire-pump,  fire¬ 
arms  and  miscellaneous  tools. 

Chief  Burke  reports  that  he  has  al¬ 
ready  complied  with  provisions  of  a  re¬ 
cent  change  in  Civil  Defense  regulations 
which  requires  the  establishment  of  a 
standard  organizational  and  operational 
plan.  This  plan  requires  that  every 
division  of  the  civil  defense  organization 
be  given  specific  duties  to  perform  and 
also  provides  for  the  establishment  of 
continuity  of  government  in  the  event 
of  enemy  attack. 


Massachusetts  Hall  was  erected  in 
1720  through  funds  made  available  by 
the  Great  and  General  Court.  This 
beautiful  red  brick  structure  with  gam¬ 
brel  root,  end  chimneys  and  handless 
clock,  designed  originally  as  a  dormi¬ 
tory  for  students,  was  converted  into 
barracks  in  1775  tor  the  Continental 
troops. 

It  is  the  oldest  of  the  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege  buildings  now  standing  and  today 
houses  the  offices  of  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  Harvard  University. 


The  best  known  of  the  three  historic 
trees  that  once  stood  on  Cambridge 
Common  was  tbe  Washington  Elm. 
From  1775  until  1923.  this  elm  was  the 
most  famous  tree  in  the  United  States 
and  was  visited  annually  by  thousands 
of  Americans  from  all  the  states  of  the 
nation.  A  circular  marker,  set  into  Gar¬ 
den  Street  a  short  distance  from  the 
curb  at  the  west  side  of  the  common, 
designates  the  site  of  the  historic  old 
tree. 


By  Timothy  F.  White,  Chief 
Cambridge  Fire  Department 

Despite  an  intensive  fire  prevention  program  carried  on  by  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Cambridge  Fire  Department,  the  fire  loss  in 
Cambridge  in  1958  amounted  to  $807,363.  The  building  loss  totalled 
$408,883  and  the  loss  of  contents  of  fire  ravaged  buildings  was  esti¬ 


mated  at  $398,480. 


Brennan  Selected  As 
Chief  of  Police 

Leadership  ot  the  Cambridge  Police 
Department  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Daniel  J.  Brennan  on  July  30,  1958  when 
he  was  appointed  Chief  of  Police  by  City 
Manager  John  J.  Curry. 

In  announcing  his  selection  of  Bren¬ 
nan  as  police  chief.  City  Manager  Curry 
said; 

"My  only  command  to  him  is  to  do  a 
good  job,  of  which  I  know  he  is  capable. 
Chief  Brennan  takes  the  position  with 
no  obligations  or  commitments.” 

Chief  Brennan's  appointment  was  the 
climax  of  a  police  career  which  began 
27  years  ago.  During  his  career,  he  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
man  ever  appointed  in  the  grades  of 
sergeant,  lieutenant,  captain  and  chief. 

Chief  Brennan  heads  a  department  of 
235  iaw  officers  and  10  civiiian  em¬ 
ployees  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  maintaining  law  and  order.  The  de¬ 
partment  spent  $1,441,300  in  1958  to 
carry  out  its  responsibilities. 

Traffic  Bureau  Report 

The  Traffic  Bureau,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Nicholas  J.  Fratto,  processed  a 
total  of  110,799  non  criminal  summon¬ 
ses  in  1958  for  traffic  violations  in  the 
city  which  resulted  in  the  payment  of 
$61,989  in  fines  by  violators.  The  great¬ 
est  number  of  violations  listed  were 
for  parking  in  restricted  areas,  over¬ 
time  parking  and  parking  meter  viola¬ 
tions. 

The  traffic  bureau  also  processed 
6,247  criminal  summonses  and  arrests 
for  motor  vehicle  law  violations  with 
resultant  fines  amounting  to  $22,701. 

B  C  I  Report 

The  Bureau  ot  Criminal  Investigation, 
commanded  by  Capt.  John  J.  Grainger 
reports  that  in  1958  a  total  of  2,307 
general  investigations  were  made  by 
his  division  and  that  557  criminal 
arrests  were  made,  including  one  on 
a  charge  of  murder. 

Capt,  Grainger  reports  that  581  motor 
vehicles  valued  at  more  than  $600,000 
were  stolen  in  Cambridge  in  1958  and 
that  560  were  recovered  either  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  or  elsewhere. 

The  Cambridge  police  recovered  119 
motor  vehicles  which  were  stolen  in 
other  communities  and  117  arrests  were 
were  made  on  charges  involving  auto¬ 
mobile  thefts. 

Lt.  Barry  Reports 

The  Crime  Prevention  Bureau,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieut.  Francis  J.  Barry, 
made  700  investigations  during  the  year. 
The  bureau  has  three  divisions — juven¬ 
ile,  special  services  and  domestic 
relations. 

While  a  total  of  340  arrests  were 
made  by  the  Crime  Prevention  Bureau, 
many  of  them  juveniles,  the  work  of 
the  bureau  can  be  measured  best  by 
the  hundreds  of  situations  which  were 
resolved  or  adjusted  by  the  officers 
without  resort  to  court  action. 

The  Domestic  Relations  division  of 
the  Crime  Prevention  Bureau  investi¬ 
gated  745  complaints  and  made  336 
arrests  on  a  variety  of  complaints  in¬ 
cluding  non-support  and  assault.  The 
work  of  the  Domestic  Relations  divi¬ 
sion  resulted  in  the  payment  of  $58,476 
to  probation  officers  to  aid  in  support 
of  families. 

37  Commended 

Patrolman  Francis  A.  Burns,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  department  for  18  years,  died 
On  Nov.  20. 

Those  pensioned  during  1958  included 
Chief  Richard  J.  Linehan,  Patrolmen 
William  F.  Trodden,  Charles  F.  McMan¬ 
us,  William  A.  McDonnell,  Edward  G. 
Rosky,  William  J.  Stone,  William  F. 
Murray  and  Jeremiah  J.  Grady. 

Chief  Brennan  commended  27 
police  officers  during  the  year  for  out¬ 
standing  police  work. 

The  Fire  Prevention  Bureau  of  the 


department  under  the  direction  of 
Deputy  Chief  Francis  J.  Connelly  made 
a  total  of  10,948  inspections  and  re- 
inspections  during  the  year,  including 
257  school  inspections.  Much  of  the 
inspecting  work  was  done  by  the  engine 
companies  in  their  own  areas  while 
"in-service"  and  ready  tor  immediate 
response  to  alarms  sounded  via  the  two- 
way  radio  communications  system.  The 
citizenry  has  been  most  cooperative  in 
our  effort  to  eliminate  causes  of  fire 
in  Cambridge. 

2890  Alarms  .4iiswered 

The  department  responded  to  a  total 
of  2890  alarms  during  the  year,  includ¬ 
ing  10  multiple  alarm  fires.  The  multiple 
alarm  fires  were  8  in  the  two-alarm 
category  and  2  in  the  three-alarm 
category.  There  were  374  false  alarms 
sounded  during  the  year,  a  deplorable 
practice  instigated  usually  by  thought¬ 
less  individuals  who  fail  to  realize  that 
they  are  endangering  lives  and  safety 
when  they  ring  a  false  alarm. 

The  Cambridge  fire-fighters  also  re¬ 
sponded  to  109  alarms  in  Arlington, 
Belmont,  Boston,  Somerville  and  Water- 
town  under  provisions  ot  the  mutual  aid 
agreement  between  these  communities. 

The  Rescue  Squad  performs  an  out¬ 
standing  service  for  the  people  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  This  unit  of  the  fire  department 
responded  to  900  box  alarms  in  1958  and 
531  still  or  telephone  alarms  for  med¬ 
ical  or  other  emergencies.  To  assist 
this  highly  specialized  unit  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  its  work,  new  inhalation 
equipment  and  heavy  rescue  tools  were 
purchased.  I  recommend  the  purchase  of 
a  new  wagon  for  the  Rescue  Squad  to 
replace  the  present  vehicle  which  has 
been  in  use  for  10  years.  A  new  vehicle 
should  incorporate  all  the  features  of 
modern  equipment  necessary  to  perform 
efficiently  the  special  services  which 
the  squad  is  cailed  upon  to  provide. 

Training  Continuous 

Under  the  direction  of  Deputy  Chief 
Joseph  A.  Mullen  ,  department  drill 
master,  a  continuous  training  program 
was  carried  on  during  the  year.  Newly 
appointed  fire  fighters  were  given  a 
30-day  training  program  at  the  Fresh 
Pond  drill  tower  and  each  company  was 
given  refresher  training  and  all  equip¬ 
ment  was  given  service  tests.  All  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  department  completed  basic 
first  aid  training  and  advanced  courses 
in  first  aid  were  begun  in  November. 

A  new  100  ft  aerial  ladder  truck  was 
purchased  in  1958  to  replace  Ladder  4, 
Taylor  square,  which  had  been  in  service 
since  1935.  The  old  ladder  4  has  been 
reconditioned  and  will  be  used  as  a 
reserve  truck.  Three  hydrant  thawing 
devices  were  purchased  and  placed  in 
service  with  engine  companies. 

In  addition  to  the  purchase  of  a  new 
rescue  squad  vehicle,  I  recomend  the 
purchase  of  two  pumping  engines  to 
replace  vehicles  which  have  been  in 
service  since  1935  and  1940. 

Chief’s  Recommendations 

I  recommend  the  construction  of  a 
fire  station  in  the  East  Cambridge  area 
between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the 
Boston  line.  A  location  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Thorndike  School  would  be  de¬ 
sirable.  It  is  recommended  that  this 
new  station  be  designed  to  accommo¬ 
date  a  consolidation  of  equipment  now 
located  at  Portland  street,  Main  street, 
and  Third  street.  I  also  recommend  the 
construction  of  a  new  station  on  West¬ 
ern  avenue  to  replace  the  River  street 
station  which  is  an  obsolete  building 
located  in  an  area  where  traffic  con¬ 
ditions  make  operation  difficult. 

Six  members  of  the  department  were 
pensioned  in  1958  and  Otis  D.  Powers, 
Jr.,  died  on  February  5,  1958.  Those 
pensioned  were  Paul  J.  Girard,  John  J. 
Callan,  Joseph  J.  Volpe,  Horace  Eagle- 
son,  Francis  J.  Sweeney  and  Francis  J. 
Harrington. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Fire  Department  carried  out 
their  duties  and  assignments  in  an  out¬ 
standing  manner  in  1958  and  their  zeal 
and  courage  call  for  a  special  commen¬ 
dation  on  my  part. 
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City  Hospital  Revenue  Passes  Million  Mark 


By  Dr.  James  F.  Collins,  Medical  Director 

{Following  is  a  summary  of  the  City  Hospital  Report.  Copies  of  the  complete 
report  are  available  at  the  Cambridge  City  Hospital.) 


We  present  herewith  a  report 
City  Hospital  for  the  calendar  year 

No  annual  summary  can  ever  ade¬ 
quately  describe  or  truly  tell  the  tale 
of  the  yearly  occurrences  and  accom¬ 
plishments  of  a  busy  hospital.  Every 
eventful  day  and  night  is  a  story  of 
itself. 

Dramatic  events  in  the  accident  room 
with  life  often  hanging  in  the  balance — 
the  crowded  clinic  benches  in  the  out¬ 
patient  department — the  operating  and 
delivery  rooms  springing  into  action  at 
a  moment’s  notice — these  and  the  count¬ 
less  other  areas  of  activity  make  our 
hospital  an  exciting,  never-ending  por¬ 
trayal  of  human  acts  and  emotions. 

Teamwork  Needed 

Teamwork  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
operate  a  hospital  and  we  are  convinced 
that  the  medical,  nursing  and  other  per¬ 
sonnel  at  Cambridge  City  Hospital  are 
most  cooperative  and  highly  proficient 
in  their  work.  An  institution  is  only  as 
good  as  the  people  who  make  it  func¬ 
tion,  and  Cambridge  is  indeed  fortunate 
to  have  a  dedicated,  highly  trained  and 
efficient  hospital  organization.  To  the 
members  of  this  team  we  extend  our 
sincere  gratitude  for  their  continuing 
cooperation  in  our  constant  mutual  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  the  best  of  medical  care 
and  comfort  to  our  patients. 

Business  and  Financial 

The  crowning  business  achievement  of 
1958  was  the  collection  of  over  $1,000,- 
000  in  hospital  revenue.  This  goal  was 
finally  reached  by  means  of  long  and 
steady  planning,  including  installation 
of  modern  accounting  procedures  and 
the  use  of  bookkeeping  aids  and  appli¬ 
ances,  along  with  periodic  planned  in¬ 
creases  in  our  hospital  charges.  This 
progress  will  continue  and  the  coming 
year  will  see  efforts  to  bring  our  phar¬ 
macy  and  physiotherapy  charges  into 
line. 

Patient  admitting  procedures  have 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  acquisition 
of  new  equipment. 

Hospital  purchasing  is  still  a  matter 
of  concern  and  considerable  difficulty 
arises  at  times  due  to  the  lack  of  a 
purchasing  division  at  the  hospital.  The 
city  purchasing  department  does  a  com¬ 
mendable  job,  but  is  handicapped  by 
not  being  conversant  with  the  types  of 
equipment  and  supplies  needed  by  the 
various  hospital  departments.  We  shall 
continue  to  study  this  problem  and  en¬ 
deavor  to  make  the  processing  of  requi¬ 
sitions  and  procurement  of  supplies 
more  efficient  and  prompt. 

Plant  and  Maintenance 

Under  Thomas  Ford,  acting  chief  en¬ 
gineer,  the  maintenance  department  de¬ 
cidedly  improved  during  the  past  year. 
The  maintenance  crew  has  been  able 
to  attack  many  problems  that  existed 
without  correction  for  long  periods.  The 
heating  plant  has  been  placed  in  excel¬ 
lent  working  condition  and  automatic 
controls  and  gauges  that  were  long  in¬ 
active  have  been  made  operative. 

Many  areas  throughout  the  hospital 
were  brightened  by  painting,  especially 
the  outpatient  department.  Ward  G  was 
partitioned  to  give  better  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  ward  and  semi-private  pa¬ 
tients. 

As  always,  we  are  grateful  to  the 
skilled  employes  of  the  Public  Works 
department  who  stand  ever  ready  to 
help  the  hospital  in  an  emergency.  We 
recommend  again  the  establishment  of 
a  hospital  maintenance  crew  so  that 
maintenance,  especially  of  a  preventive 
nature,  can  be  performed  promptly. 

The  hot-top  surface  applied  to  the 
Cahill  House  parking  lot  has  relieved  a 
difficult  situation,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Line  street  parking  lot  will  be 
paved  in  the  near  future.  (Completed 
April,  1959.) 

Nursing  Problems 

Despite  a  $300  salary  increase  for 
nurses  it  has  been  difficult  to  provide 
adequate  24-hour  nursing  service  to  pa¬ 
tients.  Our  nursing  school  and  its 


of  the  activities  of  the  Cambridge 
1958. 

graduates  are  most  helpful,  but  there 
are  times  when  the  hospital  census  is 
so  high  that  elective  admissions  must 
be  curtailed  because  of  the  nursing 
shortage. 

The  School  of  Nursing  was  visited 
during  the  latter  part  ol  1958  by  the 
National  League  of  Nursing  and  there 
are  weaknesses  that  must  be  corrected 
prior  to  1960  if  the  school  is  to  be  fully 
accredited  by  the  League. 

In  1958,  Miss  Winifred  Drislane  re¬ 
tired  after  10  years  of  service  as  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  School  and  Nursing  Service. 
She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Ann  Pren- 
dergast,  a  graduate  of  our  nursing 
school. 

Miss  Sarah  Hurley,  executive  night 
supervisor  for  more  than  30  years,  re¬ 
tired  at  the  close  of  the  year.  This  be¬ 
loved  nurse’s  kindly  and  efficient  pres¬ 
ence  will  be  missed.  Miss  Hurley  was 
the  recipient  of  the  Alumnae  Award  at 
the  Nurses’  Homecoming  day  in  May. 

The  support  given  by  the  Nursing 
Alumnae  Association  is  a  constant  in¬ 
spiration.  At  the  1958  graduation,  the 
Alumnae  presented  prizes  for  scholar¬ 
ship  and  general  nursing  ability  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  usual  annual  scholarships. 
We  are  fortunate  to  have  such  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  interested  alumnae  group. 

Medical  Staff 

Again  we  commend  the  loyal  and 
dedicated  work  of  our  visiting  medical 
staff.  Their  works  of  charity  during  the 
year  cannot  be  adequately  measured. 
Freely  and  gladly  the  staff  serves  our 
indigent  patients  providing  the  best  of 
modem  medical  care. 

We  were  happy  to  provide  the  staff 
with  a  better  equipped  medical  library 
by  consolidating  the  nurses’  and  doc¬ 
tors’  libraries  in  the  basement  of  the 
Nurses  'Home.  A  completely  equipped 
conference  room  was  added  in  the 
Nurses’  Home  for  use  by  the  medical 
and  nursing  staffs.  This  room  was 
planned  and  paid  for  by  Dr.  Charles 
Jones,  pathologist,  from  Tumor  Clinic 
funds. 

Dr.  Daniel  F.  Mahoney,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  member  of  the  surgical 
staff,  was  given  the  annual  award  at 
the  Cambridge  City  Hospital  Medical 
Alumni  Association’s  "home  coming 
day"  which  was  attended  by  more  than 
60  physicians  who  received  graduate 
medical  training  at  the  hospital. 

Our  Intern  and  resident  training  pro¬ 
gram  was  continuous  during  the  year 
and  it  was  still  necessary  to  procure 
foreign  medical  graduates  to  complete 
our  house  officer  staff.  September 
marked  the  commencement  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  medical  undergraduate  teach¬ 
ing  at  the  hospital  with  two  sections  of 
sophomore  medical  students  from  Tufts 
University  Medical  School  coming  for 
clinical  instruction  in  physical  diagnosis. 
We  are  hopeful  that  this  undergraduate 
teaching  program  will  expand  into  the 
junior  and  senior  years  with  the  hope 
that  in  this  way  we  may  attract  more 
American  medical  graduates  for  intern¬ 
ship  and  residency. 

Volunteer  Activities 

The  Friends  of  the  City  Hospital  are 
an  active  group  constantly  at  work  to 
aid  the  hospital  in  every  way  possible. 
Many  of  the  Friends  have  given  many 
hours  of  volunteer  work  on  the  wards, 
in  clinics  and  in  other  hospital  areas. 
The  year  was  marked  by  a  Spring  Fair 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
A.  DeGuglielmo  which  raised  $1800  for 
the  association’s  treasury. 

Miss  Arlyene  Hassett,  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent,  presented  five  medicine  carts  to 
the  hospital.  Mrs.  Katherine  O’Brien, 
incoming  president,  has  undertaken  the 
task  of  furnishing  a  patients’  solarium 
on  Ward  G. 

The  Friends’  Gift  Shop  in  the  hospital 
lobby  was  successfully  operated  under 
the  guidance  of  Gift  Shop  chairman  Mrs. 
Adelaide  White.  The  shop  was  staffed 
daily  by  willing  volunteers  of  the  or¬ 
ganization. 


BUILDING  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


Dr.  James  J.  Macklin,  a  Cambridge  School  physician,  is  shown 
giving  a  physical  examination  to  a  student  in  the  Cambridge  Public 
School  system.  Physical  examinations  are  given  to  all  Cambridge  school 
children  in  the  first,  fourth,  eighth  grades  of  the  elementary  schools 
and  in  the  first  year  of  high  school. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  work  with  such  a 
wonderful  group  and  it  is  our  hope  that 
their  devoted  interest  in  the  hospital 
will  continue  through  the  years. 

The  hospital  volunteer  program  was 
aided  considerably  by  the  Phillips 
Brooks  House  group  who  gave  many 
hours  of  volunteer  work  in  the  accident 
room.  Some  40  Harvard  and  Radcliffe 
undergraduates  found  this  volunteer  ac¬ 
tivity  most  interesting  and  mutually 
helpful. 

Sullivan  Memorial  Koom 

We  acknowledge  gratefully  a  gift  of 
$500  from  City  Councillor  Edward  J. 
Sullivan  to  furnish  and  decorate  a  hos¬ 
pital  room  in  memory  of  his  father,  the 
late  City  Councillor  Michael  A.  Sullivan. 
We  also  received  donations  to  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Hospital  Benevolent  Fund 
from  various  sources.  This  fund  provides 
extras  or  great  aids  to  patients  who  are 
unable  to  pay  for  such  items. 

It  was  also  our  pleasure  to  work  with 
voluntary  and  municipal  agencies 
through  the  year  by  providing  meeting 
places  for  such  events  as  Bloodmobile 
programs,  annual  meetings,  scout  train¬ 
ing  programs  and  disaster  courses.  We 
have  also  participated  in  studying  the 
advisability  of  a  Home  Medical  Care 
program  in  Cambridge;  the  need  of  a 
more  active  approach  to  rehabilitation; 
and  the  care  and  hospitalization  of  the 
elderly. 

A  Community  Asset 

The  thousands  of  Cambridge  citizens 
who  use  the  hospital  facilities  know  and 
appreciate  its  value  in  time  of  need. 
We.  who  see  the  great  good  performed 
daily  by  the  hospital,  are  fully  aware  of 
its  importance  to  the  community.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  there  are  some  who  ques¬ 
tion  the  value  and  debate  the  need  of 
a  city  hospital  and  we  ask  these  people 
to  open  their  eyes  and  minds  to  the 
work  performed — the  lives  saved — the 
suffering  relieved — the  services  offered 
and  all  the  other  tangible  benefits  that 
flow  from  a  city  hospital  into  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Statistics 

In  1958,  the  Cambridge  City  Hospital 
provided  65,475  total  days  care  to  pa¬ 


tients.  There  were  7446  admissions  to 
the  hospital;  16,704  patients  were  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  Accident  Room,  and  visits  to 
the  Out  Patient  Department  totaled 
27,501  by  the  8445  patients  who  used 
the  out-patient  facilities  during  the 
year. 

The  daily  average  number  of  patients 
in  the  hospital  during  the  year  was  179. 
The  largest  number  of  patients  in  the 
hospital  in  one  day  was  223  and  the 
lowest  number  on  one  day  was  123.  The 
average  patient  stay  in  the  hospital  was 
8.8  days.  A  total  of  3951  operations 
were  performed  during  the  year.  There 
were  1440  babies  bom. 

Total  net  earnings  from  services  to 
patients  and  other  sources  were  $1,262,- 
805.  The  excess  of  expense  over  income 
for  1958  was  $1,066,185. 

Appreciation 

We  are  grateful  for  the  many  letters 
and  other  e.xpressions  of  thanks,  grati¬ 
tude  and  appreciation  received  from  pa¬ 
tients  and  their  families  during  the  past 
year.  We  are  grateful,  too,  for  the  con¬ 
tinuing  efforts  of  our  Board  of  Trustees, 
who  give  unselfishly  of  their  time  and 
talents,  for  their  interest  and  guidance. 
James  F.  Mahan  is  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Hospital  Trustees.  Members  of 
the  Board  are  Mrs.  Dwight  E.  Harken, 
John  J.  Balfe,  and  the  Hon.  Michael  J. 
Neville. 

To  all  other  friends  and  benefactors 
of  the  Cambridge  City  Hospital,  we  ex¬ 
press  our  appreciation  for  their  efforts 
during  the  past  year. 

FIRST  AMERICAN  ARMY  MEDICAI- 
HEADQUARTERS 

The  Henry  Vassall  House  at  94 
Brattle  Street  antedates  all  houses 
standing  in  Cambridge  at  the  present 
time,  since  the  west  wing  of  the  early 
Colonial  home  was  occupied  in  1639  by 
the  family  of  Roger  Bancroft.  Jonathan 
Belcher,  Royal  Governor  of  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts,  lived  here  in  the 
years  1717-1719. 

This  large  mansion  housed  the  first 
American  Army  Medical  Headquarters 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Church,  first  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Continental  Army. 
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Many  City  Streets  Resurfaced  by  PWD  Crews 


Sources  Of  Water  Supply 


PAYSON  PARK 

BELMONT 

(HIGH  PRESSURE  RESERVOIR) 


AV  EL.  3500 

YOUR  HOME 


FRESH  POND 

CAMBRIDGE 

WATER  AREA  166  ACRES 
CAPACITY  43MIL.GAL. 
WATERSHED  AREA  1  SQ.  Ml 


Cambridge  Water  Supply  Plentiful 
With  Billions  Of  Gallons  On  Tap 

By  William  H.  McGuinness,  Supt. 

Cambridge  Water  Department 

The  Cambridge  Water  Department  has  the  obligation  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  furnishing  to  the  people  of  Cambridge  a  safe,  potable 
water  for  their  daily  needs. 


To  carry  out  its  task,  the  Cambridge 
Water  Department  maintains  three 
reservoirs  with  a  total  storage  capacity 
of  four  and  one-half  billion  gallons  of 
water,  approximately  162  miles  of  pipe 
and  plant  facilities  for  filtration,  treat¬ 
ment  and  daily  testing  of  the  water 
furnished  to  Cambridge  homes  and 
industrial  plants. 

The  daily  testing  of  water  is  done  by 
a  professional  chemist  who  is  on  duty 
at  the  Department’s  filtration  plant  at 
Fresh  Pond. 

The  use  of  water  by  Cambridge 
industrial  plants  constitutes  approxi¬ 
mately  50  per  cent  of  the  daily  con¬ 
sumption  which  averaged  19  million 
gallons  a  day  during  1958,  with  peak 
loads  reaching  24  million  gallons  per 
day. 

Raw  water  is  furnished  to  the  fil¬ 
tration  plant  from  the  chain  of  three 
reservoirs  which  make  up  the  Water 
Department’s  storage  system.  The 
yearly  consumption  draws  heavily  from 
the  storage  capacity  and  replenishment 
of  the  supply  is  dependent  on  precipi¬ 
tation  and  snow  fall.  A  rigid  and  exact¬ 
ing  program  of  balancing  storage  in  the 
three  reservoirs  is  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Department  for  the  conservation 
of  available  supplies.  The  Water  Depart¬ 
ment  also  maintains  an  emergency 
stand-by  agreement  with  the  Metro¬ 
politan  District  Commission  to  augment 
the  supply  if  necessary. 

That  New  England  weather  is  unpre¬ 
dictable  is  axiomatic  and  the  Water 
Department  maintains  records  to  prove 
the  fact.  For  instance,  our  records  indi¬ 
cate  that  1957  was  the  driest  year  in 
87  years  with  an  average  rainfall  10 
inches  below  normal,  coupled  with  a 


5  month  dry  spell,  which  resulted  in  the 
lowest  supply  in  the  history  of  the 
department.  By  contrast,  1958  was 
recorded  as  the  second  wettest  year  in 
the  history  of  the  Water  Department 
with  a  total  precipitation  of  over  61 
inches. 

A  bountiful  supply  of  water  was  avail¬ 
able  in  1958,  but  because  of  the  heavy 
precipitation  there  was  a  decrease  in 
consumption.  Among  other  factors,  the 
wet  weather  lessened  the  need  for  lawn 
and  garden  watering  by  home  owners. 

A  constant  program  of  maintenance 
and  rehabilitation  is  carried  on  by  the 
department.  During  the  past  10  years 
extensive  improvements  have  been  made 
at  tbe  treatment  plant  and  a  new 
pumping  station  was  constructed  to 
meet  increased  demands  for  water. 

In  1958  new  power  operated  mechan¬ 
ical  screens  were  installed  at  the  dam 
of  the  Cambridge  reservoir  located  in 
Waltham.  A  long  range  program  for  the 
rehabilitation  and  strengthening  of  the 
distribution  system  is  in  progress  with 
a  portion  of  the  program  being  accom¬ 
plished  annually. 

The  Cambridge  water  system  was  one 
of  the  earliest  established  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  dating  back  to  1852  when  it  was 
privately  owned.  The  City  of  Cambridge 
acquired  ownership  of  the  system  in 
1865. 

The  department  operates  under  a 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  appoin¬ 
ted  by  the  City  Manager.  Atty.  Joseph 
Fine  is  chairman  of  the  Board.  Other 
members  of  the  Water  Board  are  John 
F.  Davis.  William  J.  Gaynor,  Jr.,  and 
Michael  J.  Mahoney. 


By  Ralph  J.  Dunphy,  Commissioner,  Public  Works 

In  its  own  quiet  way  the  Cambridge  Public  Works  Department 
continued  to  do  the  many  tasks  assigned  throughout  every  day  of 
1958. 


We  are  not  authors,  nor  are  we  adept 
with  fancy  words  and  stories,  so  we  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  must  let 
our  actions  speak  for  us  as  we  describe 
some  of  the  work  accomplished  during 
the  year. 

On  February  16  the  department  was 
confronted  with  the  worst  single  day 
snowstorm  on  local  records  when  17 
inches  piled  up  quickly.  Our  crews,  aug¬ 
mented  by  hired  equipment,  battled  the 
elements  and  rapidly  opened  the  streets 
to  traffic. 

The  rubbish,  garbage  and  other  house¬ 
keeping  divisions  of  the  department 
performed  their  day-to-day  duties  faith¬ 
fully  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  under 
all  kinds  of  conditions.  A  word  of  praise 
and  thanks  is  due  these  unsung  men  for 
carrying  out  their  duties  with  so  few 
complaints  from  them  and  the  public 
which  they  serve. 

Streets  Resurfaced 

The  street  construction  and  resurfac¬ 
ing  program  was  continued  and  with 
the  financial  cooperation  of  Middlesex 
County  and  the  Commonwealth,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Cambridge  streets  were  put  in 
first  class  condition.  During  1958,  107,- 
563  square  yards  of  the  city  streets  were 
resurfaced  and  nearly  30.000  square 
yards  of  sidewalk  were  resurfaced. 

Streets  repaved  and  reconstructed  in¬ 
cluded  Brewer,  Chapman  place,  Gerry, 
Ross.  Fawcett  st.  Extension,  Hancock 
Fayette,  Coolidge  Hill  and  Coolidge  Hill 
road.  Roseland.  Brown.  Foster,  Gibson, 
Kenway,  Doane,  Main,  Sixth,  Third,  and 
Boylston  street. 

In  addition  to  street  and  sidewalk 
work,  the  Public  Works  department’s 
paving  crew  resurfaced  areas  acquired 
by  the  City  of  Cambridge  for  use  as  tot 
lots  and  for  off-street  parking  in  the 
business  centers.  Parking  lots  paved  by 
the  department’s  paving  crew  included 
those  located  at  Austin  and  Columbia 
streets.  Green  and  Pleasant  street,  the 
Cahill  House  of  the  Cambridge  City 
Hospital.  Tot  lot  paving  was  done  at 
Dana  Park,  Sennott  Park  and  St.  Pet¬ 
er’s  Field. 

Sewer  Lines  Kept  Open 

Work  that  must  be  done  but  is  not  ap¬ 
parent  to  the  public  eye  is  continuous 
maintenance  of  the  many  miles  of  sew¬ 
ers  which  service  the  city.  Throughout 
the  year  the  sewer  maintenance  division 
of  the  department  carried  out  its  rou¬ 
tine  program  of  inspection,  rodding, 
flushing  and  cleaning.  There  were  12 
major  defects  which  required  excavation 
and  complete  renewal  of  sewer  lines. 

The  Parks  and  Forestry  division  re¬ 
moved  326  trees  in  the  city  during  1958 
and  planted  242  trees.  This  division, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  electrical 
department,  was  responsible  for  the 


Tax  Lien  Properties 
Available  For  Sale 


erection  of  Christmas  trees  in  prominent 
locations  throughout  the  city  and  for 
the  erection  of  the  Christmas  crib  scene 
at  Cambridge  Common.  The  division 
planted  approximately  20,000  flowering 
annuals  in  public  areas  and  replaced 
these  plants  with  15,000  spring  flower¬ 
ing  tulip  bulbs. 

Sign  Shop  Busy 

The  department’s  sign  shop  was  kept 
busy  throughout  the  year  producing 
signs  of  all  types,  shapes  and  sizes  for 
departmental  use  and  at  the  request  of 
other  city  departments.  Night  and  day 
crews  continued  the  endless  task  of 
painting  and  repainting  crosswalks,  cen¬ 
ter  lines  and  swing  lines,  "Slow”  and 
“Look”  signs  on  streets  throughout  the 
city.  This  work  was  done  on  every  fair 
day  and  night  throughout  the  spring, 
summer  and  fall  seasons. 

The  maintenance  division  made  up  of 
carpenters,  painters  and  plumbers  re¬ 
paired  and  painted  many  areas  in  the 
schools.  City  Hospital  and  other  public 
buildings.  The  plumbing  crew  was  called 
upon  frequently  on  nights,  Sundays  and 
holidays  to  repair  plumbing  and  heating 
detects  in  public  buildings. 

Our  skilled  artisans  built  clinical 
rooms  at  the  McCusker  Center  to  house 
the  Cambridge  Service  for  Retarded 
Children,  a  newly  organized  unit  of  the 
Cambridge  Health  Department.  These 
rooms  are  an  outstanding  example  of 
the  fine  work  which  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  our  employes. 

The  Cemetery  division  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  continues  to  receive  compliments 
tor  the  excellent  appearance  of  the 
Cambridge  Cemetery.  Burials  during  the 
year  totaled  751.  Income  for  the  year 
amounted  to  $92,395.  The  Perpetual 
Care  fund  now  amounts  to  $442,467  and 
interest  from  the  fund  for  1958  amount¬ 
ed  to  $14,197. 

Tons  of  Refuse  Collected 

Operation  of  the  municipal  dump  and 
the  incinerator  is  an  important  function 
of  this  department.  Approximately  105,- 
000  tons  of  refuse  were  dumped  at  the 
municipal  dump  site  during  the  year. 
We  have  continued  the  practice  of  back¬ 
filling  daily  and  impacting  the  dump 
area  to  reduce  health  hazards  and  con¬ 
trol  fire.  The  municipal  incinerator  dis¬ 
posed  of  6886  tons  of  material  during 
the  year. 

The  total  appropriation  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
in  1958  amounted  to  $2,501,218.  The  de¬ 
partment  actually  spent  $2,480,034  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Receipts  from  sale  of 
dump  permits,  sale  of  garbage,  sale  of 
ash  tickets  and  other  sources  amounted 
to  $69,571.  The  department  operated 
with  a  total  of  425  permanent  personnel 
and  85  temporary  employes. 


Property  acquired  by  the  City  of 
Cambridge  as  a  result  of  tax  lien  fore¬ 
closure  is  under  the  care,  custody  and 
management  of  Atty.  Samuel  M.  Flaks- 
man.  Custodian  of  Foreclosed  Property 
of  the  City  of  Cambridge. 

Atty.  Flaksman  reports  that  at  the 
beginning  of  1958  he  had  18  parcels  of 
property  in  his  custody  and  two  addi¬ 
tional  parcels  were  acquired  by  fore¬ 
closure  during  the  year.  Two  parcels 
were  sold  in  1958  which  returned  them 
to  the  tax  rolls  of  the  city,  leaving  18 
parcels  which  are  for  sale  to  any  in¬ 
terested  person. 

Atty.  Flaksman  explains  in  his  1958 
annual  report  that  the  statutes  require 
that  each  city  and  town  after  two  years 
from  the  date  of  taking  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  real  estate  taxes  must  com¬ 
mence  foreclosure  proceedings  in  the 
Land  Court.  A  list  of  foreclosed  proper¬ 
ties  available  for  purchase  is  available 
at  the  office  of  the  City  Treasurer. 

Wadsworth  House,  Harvard  College’s 
presidential  residence  for  over  a  cen¬ 
tury,  was  the  first  American  Army 
headquarters.  The  historic  house  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  opposite 
Dunster  street,  in  Harvard  square 


Council  Committees 
Held  40  Meetings 


In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly 
nieetings  of  the  Cambridge  City  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  City  Councillors  held  approxi¬ 
mately  40  committee  meetings  during 
1958  according  to  the  report  of  Forest 
L.  Gould,  Clerk  of  Committees  and  City 
Messenger. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  are  held  Mondays  at  4:30  p.m.  in 
the  City  Council  chamber,  City  Hall, 
except  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August. 

The  Reclassification  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  held  4  special  meetings 
during  the  year  which  resulted  in  a  $300 
pay  raise  for  all  city  employes  to  be 
effective  on  January  1,  1959. 

The  Health  and  Hospital  Committee 
held  five  special  meetings  with  the  City 
Manager,  the  Board  of  Hospital  Trus¬ 
tees  and  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
City  Hospital  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  City  Hospital. 

During  1958,  approximately  25  ordi¬ 
nances  were  passed  on  recommendation 
of  the  Traffic  Board  to  regulate  traf¬ 
fic. 


Today,  Wadsworth  House  is  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Harvard  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation. 
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Old  A^e  Aid  Cash  Is  largest  Welfare  Outlay 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 


Ninety-five  years  old  but  still  observing  her  birthday  is  this 
aged  resident  of  the  Cambridge  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  where 
she  has  made  her  home  for  more  than  20  years.  The  fact  that  her 
95th  birthday  occurred  near  St.  Patrick’s  Day  added  to  the  festive 
occasion.  The  lady  is  one  of  the  115  men  and  women  who  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  during  1958  at  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  on  the 
shores  of  Fresh  Pond. 


Home  for  A^ed  and  Infirm  Marks 
Anniversary  on  Fresh  Pond  Site 

By  William  C.  Conway,  Supt.  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

The  Cambridge  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  now  in  its  30th  year 
of  operation  at  its  present  site  on  the  shores  of  Fresh  Pond,  continues 
its  municipal  function  of  providing  medical  care,  supervision  and 
shelter  for  the  aged  and  the  homeless  of  the  city. 


It  was  30  years  ago  —  May  1,  1928, 
that  the  then  Mayor  Edward  W.  Quinn 
and  civic  dignitaries  of  the  day  gathered 
at  the  site  to  lay  the  cornerstone  of  the 
building  which  was  hailed  ais  the  "best 
of  its  kind  tor  the  purpose  intended." 

Hundreds  Cared  For 
Predictions  made  within  the  first 
decade  of  operation  that  the  doors  of 
the  Home  tor  the  Aged  and  Infirm 
would  be  closed  with  the  advent  of  the 
Social  Security  program  in  this  country, 
have  failed  to  materialize. 

During  the  depression  years  the  insti¬ 
tution  was  used  to  the  fullest  extent — 
and  on  occasions  over  capacity — to  pro¬ 
vide  shelter,  food  and  clothing  tor  hun¬ 
dreds  of  men,  women  and  children  who 
were  victims  of  the  economic  disaster 
of  the  1930’s. 

Throughout  the  past  three  decades 
many  hundreds  of  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  have  had  occasion  to  use  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  the  institution — some  for  tem¬ 
porary  periods  while  for  others  it  has 
been  "home”  since  the  day  the  doors 
were  opened  30  years  ago  to  receive  the 
hundred  residents  transferred  from  the 
"old  home"  on  Tannery  street.  North 
Cambridge. 

16  Children  Sheltered 
The  population  of  the  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  during  1958  averaged 
115  residents  daily,  approximately  15 


more  per  day  than  when  the  building 
was  opened  in  February  1929.  Included 
among  those  cared  for  during  1958  were 
16  children  who  were  the  victims  of 
fires,  evictions  or  sociM  problems  in 
their  homes. 

On  January  1,  1958  there  were  74 
men  and  39  women  residing  at  the  In¬ 
firmary  and  on  December  31,  1958  the 
totals  were  80  men  and  36  women. 

During  the  year,  20  residents  of  the 
Infirmary  died,  11  of  whom  died  at  the 
Cambridge  City  Hospital  and  one  death 
was  attributable  to  an  automobile  acci¬ 
dent. 

The  1958  budget  appropriation  tor  the 
operation  of  the  Infirmary  was  $175,750 
and  $172,394  was  spent.  Meanwhile,  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Infirmary,  their  families, 
the  Disability  Assistance  and  Old  Age 
Assistance  divisions  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  paid  $115,515  for  the 
care  provided  by  the  35  employes  of  the 
City  Infirmary  staff. 

Heating  System  Changed 

In  1958,  a  long  sought  change  in  the 
heating  system  was  achieved  when  the 
soft  coal,  high  pressure  system  was  con¬ 
verted  to  oil  burning,  low  pressure  at  a 
cost  of  $50,000.  It  is  anticipated  that 
fuel  savings  and  other  factors  involved 
will  amortize  this  expenditure  within  a 
tew  years. 

Many  organizations  and  individuals 


The  Department  of  Public  Welfare  of  the  City  of  Cambridge 
provided  financial  aid  and  assistance  to  3664  cases  in  1958  at  a  net 
cost  to  the  city  of  3925,476  according  to  the  annual  report  submitted 


by  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  Welfare  Department  paid  out  a 
total  of  $3,613,610  to  carry  out  its  pro¬ 
gram  of  aiding  people  in  distress,  but 
during  the  year  the  Federal  and  State 
governments  reimbursed  the  city  in  the 
amount  of  $2,688,134,  thus  making  a  net 
cost  of  $925,476  to  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  for  the  welfare  program. 

2296  Aged  Aided 

The  largest  expenditure  of  funds  was 
in  the  Old  Age  Assistance  category 
which  provides  assistance  to  individuals 
of  limited  resources  who  are  65  years  of 
age  or  over.  The  department  paid  out  a 
total  of  $2,184,603  to  aid  2296  Old  Age 
Assistance  cases.  The  State  and  Federal 
governments  reimbursed  the  city  $1,- 
834,116  in  the  Old  Age  Assistance  pro¬ 
gram.  thus  the  net  cost  to  Cambridge 
was  $350,486.  On  December  31,  there 
were  1898  active  cases  on  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  rolls  in  Cambridge. 

In  the  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
program,  the  City  of  Cambridge  paid 
out  a  total  of  $776,081  to  aid  501  cases. 
In  this  category,  the  Federal  and  State 
governments  reimbursed  the  city  in  the 
amount  of  $583,875,  so  that  the  net  cost 
to  Cambridge  was  $192,206.  There  were 
388  active  cases  remaining  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

A  total  of  $307,873  was  paid  out  by 
the  Welfare  Department  to  aid  373  cases 
in  the  Disability  Assistance  program. 
The  State  and  Federal  governments 
reimbursements  amounted  to  $236,819, 
making  a  net  cost  to  the  city  of  $71,053. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  235 
active  cases  in  the  Disability  Assistance 
category. 

General  Relief 

In  the  field  of  general  relief  where 


the  entire  cost  of  financial  assistance 
must  be  borne  by  the  City  of  Cambridge, 
the  Welfare  Department  spent  $345,052 
to  aid  494  needy  cases.  Cambridge  re¬ 
ceived  $33,322  from  other  cities  and 
towns  for  assistance  given  to  individuals 
who  had  settlements  in  communities 
other  than  Cambridge,  thus  the  net  cost 
in  the  General  Relief  category  was 
$311,730. 

In  the  general  relief  program,  there 
were  288  cases  added  during  the  year 
and  an  identical  number  dropped  be¬ 
cause  relief  was  no  longer  needed,  leav¬ 
ing  a  total  of  206  active  cases  on  the 
rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Welfare  Board  reports,  that  a 
number  of  amendments  to  the  Social 
Security  law  which  provide  for  increased 
financial  benefits  and  include  additional 
groups  not  previously  eligible  for  pay¬ 
ments  under  the  Social  Security  pro¬ 
gram  will  have  beneficial  effects  on  the 
public  assistance  programs  beginning  in 
1959. 

Welfare  Board  Meetings 

The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  meets 
the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 
each  month  at  the  Cambridge  City  In¬ 
firmary.  The  Welfare  Department  offices 
are  located  at  McCusker  Center,  57 
Inman  street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  is  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  City  Manager  and  serves 
without  compensation.  Americus  J. 
D’Agostino  is  chairman  of  the  Board. 
Other  members  are  Mrs.  Fritz  Roeth- 
lisberger,  Mrs.  Horace  W.  Frost,  James 
F.  McNeil  and  Charles  L.  Rose.  James 
E.  Finnegan  is  the  Welfare  Agent  and 
administrative  head  of  the  department. 


Veterans'  Services 
Helped  Thousands 

James  F.  Hughes,  Director  of  the 
Veterans’  Services  Department,  reports 
that  during  1958  his  department  pro¬ 
vided  various  types  of  assistance  to  6951 
Cambridge  veterans  and  their  depend¬ 
ents. 

The  department  provides  counseling 
and  direction  to  veterans  and  depend- 


contributed  during  1958  to  providing  for 
the  care  and  comfort  of  the  residents 
through  friendly  visiting  and  offering 
entertainment  programs.  We  are  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  kindness  and  thoughtfulness 
which  prompted  these  activities. 

Catholic  and  Protestant  religious  serv¬ 
ices  a.re  held  every  Sunday  in  the  audi¬ 
torium  and  the  tact  that  religious  serv¬ 
ices  are  so  readily  available  is  a  source 
of  great  comfort  to  the  majority  of 
residents  to  whom  the  solace  of  attend¬ 
ing  religious  services  had  been  denied 
because  of  physical  infirmities  which 
confined  them  to  their  homes  or  rooms. 

What  Of  The  Future? 

That  is  the  past.  What  of  the  future? 

Medical  science  has  increased  man’s 
life  expectancy  and  medical  science  has 
also  made  it  possible  for  man  to  survive 
longer  after  his  health  begins  to  fail 
Chronic  disease  and  disability  resulting 
from  an  aging  population  is  recognized 
as  the  nation’s  greatest  medical  prob¬ 
lem  today. 

We  have  witnessed  the  truth  of  these 
facts  at  the  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm. 
A  generation  ago  the  average  admission 
age  was  between  60  and  65  years.  Then 
the  admission  was  based  principally  on 
a  need  for  food  and  shelter.  In  1958,  the 
average  age  at  admission  was  in  the 
70’s  and  the  reason  for  admission  was 
the  resulting  illnesses  and  enfeeblement 
attributable  to  the  increased  life  span. 
The  majority  of  those  now  using  the 
Cambridge  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 
are  men  and  women  who  need  some  de¬ 
gree  of  custodial  care  and  medical  su¬ 
pervision. 

The  need  for  this  institution  in  the 
future  will  be  even  greater.  The  prob¬ 
lem  of  planning  for  the  care  of  our 
aging  population  is  one  that  deserves 
highest  priority  in  community  planning. 
The  planning  we  do  today  may  benefit 
Us  when  we  reach  that  state  of  life  that 
has  been  termed  "helpless  old  age." 


ents  who  have  problems  concerning 
housing,  hospitalization,  federal  claims 
for  compensation  or  pensions,  burial  al¬ 
lowances,  medical  benfits,  education  or 
employment.  The  department  also  pro¬ 
vides  a  photastating  service  for  copying 
discharge  papers  and  other  pertinent 
veterans’  documents. 

Director  Hughes  is  the  liaison  officer 
between  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  the 
various  veterans’  organizations  in  ar¬ 
ranging  Memorial  Day  observance  and 
the  decoration  of  veterans’  graves. 


Veterans'  Benefits 
Trend  Upward 

Walter  J.  Sullivan,  agent  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans’  Benefits  Department,  reports 
that  financial  assistance  totalling  $335,- 
000  was  provided  during  1958  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  war  veterans,  their  dependents 
and  dependent  parents. 

Financial  assistance  was  provided  for 
600  veterans,  986  children,  110  widows 
of  veterans,  340  wives  of  veterans  and 
195  dependent  parents. 

Mr.  SuUivan  foresees  an  increase  in 
expenditures  by  his  department  because 
of  increased  hospital  costs  and  the  fact 
that  veterans  of  World  War  I  are  now 
in  an  age  bracket  which  requires  more 
medical  care. 

The  Veterans’  Benefits  Department 
and  the  Veterans’  Service  Department 
are  located  in  the  McCusker  Center, 
Inman  street,  which  is  sometimes  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  "City  Hall  Annex.” 


THE  “CAMBRIDGE”  FLAG 

The  "Cambridge  Flag,”  sometimes 
called  the  "First  Navy  Ensign,”  was  the 
immediate  predecessor  of  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  The  flag  was  hoisted  by  Gen¬ 
eral  George  Washington  in  January 
1776  at  Cambridge  as  the  standard  of 
the  Continental  Army.  As  the  flag  of 
the  Revolution,  the  "Cambridge  flag” 
was  used  on  many  occasions  before  June 
14,  1777,  when  the  Continental  Congress 
authorized  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

The  “Cambridge  Flag”  had  the  thir¬ 
teen  stripes  but  the  canton  contained 
the  crosses  of  St.  George  and  St.  An¬ 
drew,  which  indicated  our  relation  with 
England  until  the  severance  of  those 
ties  brought  about  the  replacement  with 
the  white  stars  on  a  field  of  blue.  Wash¬ 
ington  once  wrote  that  the  flag  was 
flown  at  Cambridge  “out  of  compliment 
to  the  United  Colonies.” 
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Health  Dept.  Ur^es  Polio  Shots  For  Safety 


By  LEON  STERNFELD  M.D. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health 

The  calendar  year  1958  witnessed  a  further  steady  development  of 
the  Cambridge  Health  Department.  The  incidence  of  the  common 
acute  communicable  diseases  continues  to  remain  low. 


Teaching  Program  Wins  National  Honors 

By  Rudolf  Kurzmann,  M.D.,  Medical  Director 

This  is  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1958  which  is  the  50th  year 


There  was  an  outbreak  of  German 
measles,  particularly  among  the  Rad- 
cliffe  students,  and  large  quantities  of 
gamma  globulin  were  distributed  for  use 
in  exposed  susceptible  pregnant  women 
as  a  possible  prophylaxis  against  the 
occurrence  of  congen.tal  defects  in  their 
offspring. 

ONE  POLIO  CASE  REPORTED 

Although  efforts  were  continued  to 
induce  persons  aged  20  to  40  years  to 
be  immunized  against  poliomyellitis  it 
is  estimated  that  not  more  than  half  of 
this  population  group  has  received  such 
immunization. 

One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in 
a  Cambridge  resident  was  reported.  This 
occurred  in  a  woman  who  had  not 
been  immunized,  although  her  six  chil¬ 
dren  had  each  received  the  complete 
series  of  immunizations  and  her  husband 
had  received  the  first  two  immunizing 
doses.  Virus  isolation  studies  were  done 
and  type  III  poliomyelitis  virus  was 
isolated  from  the  patient  and  from  each 
of  the  children.  One  may  speculate  as 
to  what  might  have  occurred  in  this 
family  if  the  children  had  not  been 
immunized. 

Over  90  %  of  the  school  age  children 


NO  MATERNAL  DEATHS 

For  the  third  successive  year  no 
maternal  death  occurred  in  pregnant 
women  delivered  in  Cambridge  hospitals. 
This  is  a  creditable  record  which  re¬ 
flects  high  honor  on  the  physicians  and 
hospitals  providing  obstetrical  services. 
There  were  2406  live  births  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  residents  tor  1958  which  gave 
a  rate  of  19.9  per  1000  population.  The 
infant  mortality  rate,  however,  has  in¬ 
creased  sharply  (64  resident  deaths,  a 
rate  of  26.6  per  1000  for  1958  as  com¬ 
pared  to  47  for  1957,  a  rate  of  17.7  per 
1000  live  births)  so  special  attention 
will  be  given  to  investigating  infant 
deaths  next  year  and  perhaps  preventing 
the  occurrence  of  some  of  these  fatal¬ 
ities. 

The  services  tor  retarded  children, 
started  in  July  1957,  completed  its  first 
full  year  of  operation  1958.  In  that  brief 
time  the  program  has  already  received 
national  attention  and  a  scientific  paper 
was  presented  at  the  annual  conference 
in  St.  Louis  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association. 

TRAINING  PROGRAM 

Mention  has  been  made  in  prior  re¬ 
ports  of  the  significance  that  is  placed 


A  NEW  CITIZEN  WEIGHS  IN 


Cambridge  Public  Health  nurse  Mrs.  Genevieve  Coveil,  right, 
checks  the  weight  of  a  new  Cambridge  citizen  at  one  of  the  eight  well- 
baby  clinics  conducted  by  the  Cambridge  Public  Health  Department. 
The  well-baby  conferences  are  one  of  the  many  public  health  services 
offered  by  the  Cambridge  Health  Department. 


and  almost  80  %  of  the  preschool  age 
children  in  Cambridge  are  immunized 
against  poliomyelitis.  This  leaves  a  resi¬ 
due  of  unimmunized  susceptibles  and 
therefore,  with  the  discontinuance  early 
in  the  year  of  the  tree  distribution  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  by  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  except 
tor  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and 
pregnant  women,  the  Cambridge  Health 
Department  began  and  continued  to 
purchase  vaccine  for  use  in  children 
over  one  year  of  age. 

TB  CASE  FINDING 

During  the  first  part  of  1958  the 
tuberculin  skin-testing  program  of  all 
school  children  was  completed  and  con¬ 
tact  investigations  were  continued 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

In  the  fall,  the  tuberculin  testing  of 
some  5000  children  in  four  selected 
grades  was  started.  In  this  group  any 
children  who  show  a  positive  reaction 
and  after  further  examination  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  converted  during  the 
past  year  will  be  started  on  prophy¬ 
lactic  chemotherapy,  and  be  maintained 
on  such  therapy  tor  a  full  year. 

Tuberculin  testing  of  pre-school  age 
children  attending  the  well-child  con¬ 
ferences  was  instituted  as  a  routine, 
to  be  performed  at  1,  2  and  3  years  of 
age.  If  any  such  children  are  found  to 
be  positive  reactors  they  will  be  given 
prophylactic  chemo-therapy  also.  This 
entire  prophylactic  program  repre¬ 
sents  a  most  valuable  preventive 
medical  service  and  an  important  re¬ 
search  study. 


by  the  Cambridge  Health  Department 
on  training  and  research  activities. 
During  1958  students  from  the  Harvard 
Medical  and  Public  Health  Schools, 
Tufts  Medical  School,  and  the  Nursing 
School  of  Boston  College,  Simmons  Col¬ 
lege  and  Boston  University  spent  varying 
periods  of  time  in  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  Such  arrangements  are  mutually 
advantageous  to  the  collegiate  insti¬ 
tutions  and  the  Health  Department.  Of 
even  greater  significance  are  the  bene¬ 
fits  derived  by  the  people  of  Cambridge 
in  the  improved  quality  of  the  health 
services  that  result  from  such  training 
activities. 

The  Medical  Foundation  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Boston  awarded  a  three-year 
grant  of  $72,000  jointly  to  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Health  Department  and  the 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health.  The 
purpose  of  this  grant  is  to  develop  in 
Cambridge  a  community  'laboratory' 
tor  health  research  studies  and  the  field 
training  of  health  personnel,  it  is  hoped 
that  this  research  activity  will  go  for¬ 
ward  during  the  '59'  calendar  year. 

The  total  amount  spent  for  general 
health  services  was  $275,846.08,  $2.03 
per  capita.  The  cost  of  operating  the 
sanatorium  including  renovation  was 
$404,387.12,  making  a  grand  total  of 
$662,233.20. 

The  calendar  year  1958  was  the  fifth 
year  in  which  the  children  of  Cambridge 
were  without  the  simple  and  safe  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  by  the  fluoridation  of 
the  water  supply  as  a  decision  of  the 
electorate  in  the  1953  referendum. 


since  the  opening  of  the  Sanatorium. 


In-patient  days  totaled  26,043  out  of 
a  possible  ma.ximum  of  36,500.  Private 
patient-days  on  the  surgical  ward 
amounted  to  4,648  out  of  the  total  of 
26,043.  There  were  an  average  of  27.8 
bed  vacancies  per  day.  The  bed  occu¬ 
pancy  for  1958  was  71.2  which  was 
lower  than  in  1957. 

Of  the  daily  average  number  of 
patients  56  were  males  and  16  were 
females.  The  daily  average  was  7%  less 
than  for  the  previous  year.  There  were 
266  admissions  to  the  Sanatorium 
throughout  the  year. 

Of  the  266  patients  admitted,  18  were 
classified  as  minimal,  90  as  moder¬ 
ately  advanced,  116  as  far  advanced,  41 
as  non-turberculous  and  one  other 
diagnosis. 

Admission  Trend 

The  general  admission  trend  continues 
in  the  direction  of  chronic,  moderately 
to  far  advanced  cases,  especially  in  the 
older  age  group. 

There  were  282  discharges  during  the 
year;  among  them  seven  deaths  (12  less 
than  during  the  preceding  year). 

Five  patients  left  on  their  own  re¬ 
quest  against  medical  advice.  All  cases 
subjected  themselves  to  follow-up  in 
the  Outpatient  Department. 

Rehabilitation  activities  are  per¬ 
formed  by  a  part-time  worker  lent 
from  the  Cambridge  T.  B.  and  Health 
Association.  Mrs.  Emmeline  Peel  re¬ 
signed  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  Jean 
C.  Cameron. 

Occupational  therapy  is  in  the  ex¬ 
perienced  hands  of  our  faithful  em¬ 
ployee,  Miss  Vesta  Alexander. 

Medical  Service 

The  medical  service  is  understaffed 
it  compared  to  generally  applied  stand¬ 
ards.  Attempts  to  improve  this  situa¬ 
tion  are  under  way. 

In  spite  of  difficulties  it  has  been  the 
aim  of  the  superintendent  to  keep  pro¬ 
fessional  activities  at  the  highest  pos¬ 
sible  level. 

It  is  50  years  since  this  Sana¬ 
torium  ha's  been  in  existence,  and 
20  years  since  the  new  building  went 
up,  since  surgery  was  started,  and 
since  the  activities  of  the  Sanatorium 
were  placed  on  a  planful  and  modern 
basis.  The  first  half  of  this  20-year 


period  was  filled  with  extensive  public 
health  activities  consisting  mainly  of 
a  vigorous  case  finding  program.  These 
years  laid  the  ground  work  tor  the 
low  mortality  figures  and  the  low  in¬ 
cidence  of  new  cases  in  the  City  of 
Cambridge  as  compared  to  neighbor¬ 
ing  metropolitan  areas. 

During  the  second  half  of  these  20 
years  a  program  aimed  at  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  professional  standing  of  the 
Sanatorium  was  carried  out.  Step  by 
step,  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  on  Accreditation  of  Hospitals 
was  obtained,  participation  in  the  Ex¬ 
change  Visitor  Program  of  the  State 
Department,  Washington,  D.C.,  followed, 
and  during  the  last  four  years  the  Sana¬ 
torium  has  taken  a  prominent  place  in 
the  undergraduate  medical  education 
in  Tuberculosis  and  Chronic  Lung 
Diseases. 

Teaching  Unit 

Since  1955  our  Sanatorium  is  the 
teaching  unit  in  this  field  for  the  third 
year  students  of  Tufts  University 
Medical  School.  We  were  gratified  to 
see  that  a  number  of  nationwide  chest 
physicians  followed  our  invitation  to 
join  the  teaching  body  of  this  course. 

The  research  activities  were  re¬ 
warded  by  recognition  through  the 
number  of  papers  and  an  exhibition  at 
the  yearly  meeting  of  the  American 
Trudeau  Society,  1958,  crowned  our 
efforts. 

It  is  only  through  scientific  endeavors, 
like  teaching  and  research,  that  the  in¬ 
stitution  will  keep  an  academic  rank 
which  in  turn  will  make  it  possible  to 
attract  good  doctors  to  the  staff  posi¬ 
tions. 

Nursing  Staff  Shortage 

The  situation  in  the  nursing  service, 
unfortunately,  has  not  improved  and 
will,  in  all  likelihood,  remain  precarious. 
The  root  of  the  problem  seems  to  be 
the  general  shortage  of  nurses,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  newly  trained  and 
enthusiastic  nurses  are  reluctant  to 
join  the  staff  of  a  contagious  hospital. 

Revenues  from  various  sources 
amounted  to  $157,507  during  1958.  The 
gross  operating  cost  was  $404,387  and 
the  net  cost  of  operation  was  $246,880. 
The  net  per  patient  cost  per  day  was 
$9.47. 


MODERN  MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT 


_  uv.  Kuaoir  wurzmann,  medical  director  of  the  Cambridge  Tube 
cuMsis  Sanatorium,  is  shown  with  the  modern  x-ray  equipment  use 
extensivdy  m  the  tuberculosis  case  finding  program  which  the  publ 
health  officia  s  carry  on  constantly.  In  1958,  this  equipment  was  use 
to  t^e  nearly  4000  chest  x-rays.  Free  chest  x-rays  are  available 
resident  or  employe  of  a  Cambridge  business  establisl 
tv  x-ray  clinics  are  held  Tuesday  and  Thursday  morninj 

and  Wednesday  evenings  at  the  Cambridge  Sanatorium,  799  Conco 
avenue. 
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Financial  Condition  “Sonnd," 


Anditor  Reports 


Million  Dollars  Handled  By 


City  Treasnrer’s 

Financial  transactions  handled  by 
personnel  of  the  City  Treasurer’s  oflace 
during  1958  totalled  $35,000,000  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  annual  report  of  Frederick 
H.  Reardon,  City  Treasurer.  This  figure 
represents  the  amount  of  incoming  and 
outgoing  payments  required  for  the 
operation  of  the  city. 

The  Real  Estate  and  Property  taxes 
committed  to  the  City  Collector  of 
Taxes  in  1958  amounted  to  $14,500,000. 
Mr.  Reardon  reports  that  all  but  $350,- 
000  of  the  1958  taxes  had  been  collected 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  out¬ 
standing  amount  will  be  collected  in  the 
early  months  of  1959. 

Mr.  Reardon  also  reports  that  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  city, 
the  motor  vehicle  excise  tax  contri¬ 
buted  in  excess  of  $1,000,000  to  the  City 
treasury.  The  Water  Department  and 
the  City  Hospital  each  collected  revenue 
in  excess  of  $1,000,000. 


Office  in  1958 

It  was  necessary  to  borrow  $5,500,000 
between  tax  dates  for  the  operation  of 
the  city.  The  cost  of  borrowing  was  $25,- 
859.  Local  banks  provided  the  funds 
and  the  loan  was  repaid  in  November. 

Mr.  Reardon  reports  that  $745,500  of 
previously  incurred  debt  became  due  and 
was  paid  in  1958,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$5,925,000  of  debt  due  over  the  next  16 
years.  The  Commonwealth,  through  the 
School  Assistance  Commission,  will  re¬ 
imburse  the  city  in  the  amount  of 
$775,000  of  this  debt  in  the  same  16  year 
period. 

Personal  services  cost  the  city  $12,- 
797,275  during  the  year,  from  which 
$1,422,915  was  witheld  for  Federal  in¬ 
come  taxes. 

There  were  25  permanent  and  two 
part-time  employes  in  the  department 
during  1958.  The  departmental  operat¬ 
ing  budget  amounted  to  $127,879. 


Disability  Pension 
Law  Change  Voted 

Retirement  allowances  totalling  $413,- 
737  were  paid  out  to  retired  city  em¬ 
ployes  during  1958  by  the  Cambridge 
Retirement  Board. 


License  Fees  Aid 
City  Treasury 

License  fees  paid  to  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  1958  totalled  $229,519.80  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  report  made  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  License  Commission. 


By  Martin  F.  Nolan,  City  Auditor 

I  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  to  the  Cambridge  City 
Council  and  the  people  of  Cambridge,  accompanied  by  the  balance 
sheet  as  of  December  31,  1958;  the  comparative  statement  of  1957  and 
1958  receipts;  and  the  Statement  of  outstanding  debt  as  of  December 
31,  1958. 


In  my  opinion,  these  summaries  re¬ 
flect  the  sound  financial  condition  of 
the  City  of  Cambridge. 

Our  books  are  current  and  all  obliga¬ 
tions  are  audited  and  warranted  for 
prompt  payment  enabling  the  city  to 
take  full  advantage  of  cash  discounts 
and  allowances. 

Improvements  Sought 

The  City  Auditor's  department  is  con¬ 
tinuously  improving  and  standardizing 
accounting  and  reporting  procedures  so 
that  information  for  operations  and 
finance  may  be  readily  available. 

I  again  strongly  recommend  mechan¬ 
ization  of  many  accounting  procedures 
particularly  for  payroll  and  other  cost 
determinations  and  also  because  of  the 
increase  in  payroll  deduction  items 
which  now  total  16.  Mechanization 
would  provide  the  ultimate  in  easily 
accessible  informational  data  in  per¬ 
sonnel,  pension,  cost  and  research  ma¬ 
terial. 

Many  mechanical  systems  are  on  the 
market  and  from  personal  observation 
of  the  operations  of  such  systems  in 
other  cities,  I  know  that  any  of  them 
could  be  easily  adapted  to  our  account¬ 
ing  and  record  keeping  procedures. 

We  have  been  adapting  present  forms 


and  equipment  as  best  we  can  to  keep 
our  work  current,  but  the  increased 
number  of  payroll  deductions  and  sup¬ 
porting  statistics  required  for  each  de¬ 
duction  indicate  the  necessity  for  pro¬ 
cedures  and  equipment  with  speedier 
production  and  a  wider  range  of  adapta¬ 
bility.  We  are  hopeful  that  the  City 
Manager’s  committee  to  study  business 
paper  processing  will  provide  the  basis 
for  sound  recommendations  in  this  area. 

Insurance  Program 

Control  of  the  group  insurance  plan 
for  City  employes  is  maintained  in  the 
City  Auditor’s  office.  The  second  year 
of  group  life,  accidental  death,  disabili¬ 
ty,  medical,  surgical  and  hospital  cover¬ 
age  began  on  May  25,  1958.  The  cost 
to  the  City  of  Cambridge  in  1958  for  its 
50  per  cent  share  of  the  premiums  was 
$173,240.  The  program  was  improved 
during  the  year  by  the  inclusion  of  a 
major  medical  clause  which  provides  for 
increased  benefits  in  cases  of  lengthy 
illnesses. 

As  of  December  31,  1958,  a  total  of 
2430  permanent  employes  and  73  retired 
employes  were  subscribers  to  the  life 
insurance  feature  of  the  group  insur¬ 
ance  program  and  2526  permanent  em¬ 
ployes  are  subscribers  to  the  medical, 
surgical  and  hospital  insurance  program. 


PRESENT  AND  FUTURE  LEADERS 


John  J.  Dynan,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Retirement  Board,  reports  that 
the  over  all  retirement  allowance  pay¬ 
ments  included  $333,369  in  pensions, 
$32,456  in  annunities  and  $47,912  in 
death  benefits. 

Disability  pensions  paia,  amounted  to 
$153,818.  Allowances  paid  to  survivors 
of  members  of  the  retirement  system 
totalled  $13,978. 

In  other  statistical  information  pro¬ 
vided,  Secretary  Dynan  revealed  that 
more  than  100,000  individual  postings 
were  made  by  his  department  to  record 
the  weekly  payroll  deductions  for  the 
1850  city  employes  who  are  members 
of  the  retirement  system.  Their  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  retirement  fund 
amounted  to  $359,477.  More  than  $76,- 
000  in  interest  payments  was  added  to 
the  members’  accumulated  balances  for 
1958. 

The  City  of  Cambridge,  Cambridge 
Water  Department  and  Cambridge 
Housing  Authority  contributed  $252,448 
to  the  pension  funds  of  the  system. 

The  Retirement  Board  invested 
$276,475  during  1958  in  bonds  and 
stocks  approved  for  the  investment  of 
Retirement  Funds. 

Legislative  amendments  to  the  re¬ 
tirement  laws  during  1958  liberalized 
and  extended  the  coverage  of  member 
survivor’s  benefits.  The  electorate  by 
referendum  enacted  a  law  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  annual  adjustment  of  pen¬ 
sions  and  retirement  allowances  to 
persons  gainfully  employed  after  re¬ 
tirement  for  disability  or  incapacity. 

The  Cambridge  Retirement  Board 
consists  of  Manning  A.  Williams,  Chair¬ 
man,  George  W.  Mickle,  elected  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  employes,  and  Martin 
F.  Nolan,  City  Auditor. 


These  fees  were  paid  for  all  types  of 
licenses  issued,  but  the  largest  sum 
paid  was  $198,480  for  the  194  liquor 
licenses  which  the  commission  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  issue. 

The  types  of  licenses  issued  by  the 
License  Commission  covered  a  varied 
group  of  occupations  from  auctioneer  to 
transient  vendors.  A  total  of  4238  li¬ 
censes  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  License  Commission  meets  each 
Tuesday  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Commission 
office  in  City  Hall.  John  E.  Quinn  is 
chairman  of  the  Commission  with  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Fire  Department  and  Po¬ 
lice  Department  serving  as  ex-officio 
members. 

Board  of  Appeal 
Heard  87  Cases 


The  Cambridge  Board  of  Appeal  held 
18  meetings  during  1958  at  which  they 
heard  87  petitions  for  variations  in  the 
Zoning  Ordinances 

Atty.  James  J.  Walsh,  chairman  of 
the  board,  reports  that  of  the  cases 
heard  69  petitions  were  granted,  15 
were  denied  and  3  were  given  leave  to 
withdraw  without  board  action. 

The  Board  of  appeal  hearings  are 
held  at  City  Hall.  In  addition  to  Atty. 
Walsh,  Henry  J.  Moulton,  builder,  and 
Edwin  G.  Johnson  constituted  the  hoard 
membership  in  1958. 


The  beginnings  of  freedom  of  speech, 
freedom  of  religion,  the  right  of  peti¬ 
tion,  the  right  of  assembly,  the  right 
to  vote,  and  the  right  to  hold  office 
were  fostered  on  Cambridge  Common  by 
the  citizens  of  Cambridge  and  Middle¬ 
sex  County. 


Mayor  Thomas  M.  McNamara  and  “Mayor”  William  Chafe  are 
shown  on  the  dais  of  the  City  Council  chamber  flanked  by  charming 
“City  Councillors”.  Photo  was  taken  on  “Good  Government  Day”  in 
May,  1958,  when  42  Cambridge  students  worked  with  city  officials  in 
the  operation  of  the  municipal  government.  Shown,  left  to  right,  are 
“City  Councillor”  Ruth  A.  Morrison  of  Haggerty  School,  “City  Coun¬ 
cillor”  Elizabeth  Fitzmaurice  of  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School, 
Mayor  McNamara,  “Mayor”  Chafe,  and  “City  Councillor”  Linda  R. 
Hill  of  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School. 


Cambridge  Tax  Rate 
Announced  First 


was  an  important  factor  in  the  in¬ 
creased  valuation  by  netting  $1,840,200, 
while  personal  property  increased  ap¬ 
proximately  $7(00,000. 


YOUR  CITY  GOVERNMENT  MEETS 

WHO  WHEN  WHERE 


City  Council 
School  Committee 
Board  of  Assessors 
Board  of  Health 


Mondays  4:30  p.m.  City  Hall 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesdays  8  p.m.1700  Cambridge  st. 
Daily  8:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  City  Hall 
1st  Tues.  of  month  4  p.m.City  Hall 


City  Hospital  Trustees  Monthly,  on  call  City  Hospital 

Civic  Unity  Committeelst  &  4th  Mondays  5  p.m.City  Hall  Annex 
Election  Commission  Daily  8:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Municipal  Bldg. 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays  7  p.m.678  Mass.  Ave. 

2nd  Mon.  of  month  7:30  pm. Central  Library 
Tuesdays  2  p.m.  City  Hall 

1st  &  3rd  Weds.  7:30  p.m.City  Hall  Annex 
Recreation  Commission2nd  &  4th  Weds.  7:30  p.m.City  Hall 
Retirement  Board  28th  day  each  month  9  a.m. City  Hall 
Water  Board  Monthly,  on  call  250  Freshpond  Pky. 

Welfare  Board  2nd  &  4th  Weds.  7  p.m.  City  Infirmary 


Housing  Authority 
Library  Trustees 
License  Commission 
Planning  Board 


The  City  of  Cambridge  was  the  first 
community  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  announce  its  1958  tax 
rate. 

The  1958  rate  of  $61.80  per  $1000  was 
announced  on  February  12  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors.  This  was  an  increase  of 
$2.40  over  the  1957  tax  rate. 

Early  determination  and  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  tax  rate  was  in  accordance 
with  a  policy  established  by  the  City 
Manager  as  a  means  of  permitting  the 
city  to  operate  with  the  least  possible 
borrowing  of  money  in  anticipation  of 
tax  revenue. 

Valuation  Increased 

The  1958  tax  rate  was  based  on  a 
total  assessed  valuation  of  $233,901,- 
550  with  the  total  real  estate  valuation 
established  at  $211,117,800  and  real 
property  valuation  set  at  $22,783,750. 
There  was  a  net  increase  of  $2,832,500 
in  the  total  1958  assessed  valuation  over 
the  previous  year.  New  construction 


C.  Brendan  Noonan,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  reports  that  the 
balance  of  the  increase  in  the  assessed 
value  of  1958  over  the  previous  year 
was  due  to  a  “thorough  re-examination 
of  low  value  residential  properties,  a 
careful  analysis  of  sales,  probates  and 
permits’’. 

5  Top  Taxpayers 

Chairman  Noonan  reported  that  the 
top  5  taxpayers  in  the  City  of  Ccun- 
bridge  in  1958,  in  the  order  of  their 
position  on  the  “top  5”  list  were: 

1.  Cambridge  Electric  Light  Co. 

2.  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology 

3.  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad 

4.  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Co. 

5.  The  President  and  Fellows  of 
Harvard  College 

Associates  of  Chairman  Noonan  on 
the  Board  of  Assessors  are  Thomas  F. 
Gibson  and  Joseph  Gurney.  The  Asses¬ 
sors’  office  is  located  in  City  Hall. 


PAGE  TEN 


1958  ANNUAL  CITY  REPORT.  CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


LIBRARY  SYSTEM  HAS  EXPANDED  IN  PAST  DECADE 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


By  Philip  H.  Dolan,  Librarian 

Since  this  is  the  10th  report  of  the  Librarian,  it  is  appropriate  that 
a  review  of  the  past  nine  years  and  a  preview  of  the  future  be  made. 
In  the  report  for  1949,  I  said  that  the  library  was  made  up  of  books, 
buildings,  and  staff,  and  that  it  was  my  intention  to  work  toward  the 
improvement  of  each. 


Two  cute  “vital  statistics”  which  City  Clerk  Frederick  H.  Burke 
included  in  his  1958  annual  report  are  shown  with  their  mother,  Mrs. 
Michael  J.  Hogan  of  Jefferson  Park.  Kevin  Brian  Hogan,  left,  and 
Kerry  Thomas  Hogan,  right,  were  born  on  October  31,  1958  at  the 
Cahill  House  of  the  Cambridge  City  Hospital.  Other  vital  statistics, 
Kevin  weighed  8  pounds,  6 1/2  ounces  and  Kerry  tipped  the  scales  at  8 
pounds,  once  ounce. 

Birthrate  Dropped  in  ’58,  City 
Clerk’s  Vital  Statistics  Reveai 

Vital  statistics  for  Cambridge  as  compiled  by  City  Clerk  Burke  show  the 
following  comparison  between  1957-1958: 

Cambridge  Residents — Births  in  Cambridge  .  1434 

Non-Residents — Births  in  Cambridge  .  1754 

Cambridge  Residents — Births  outside  Cambridge  .  1227 

Intentions  of  Marriage  Filed  .  1253 

Marriages  Recorded  .  1412 

Deaths  Recorded  .  1938 

Delayed  Returns  of  Birth  Recorded  .  40 

Affidavits  of  Correction  of  Births  Recorded .  221 

Instruments  Recorded  .  4562 

•Not  complete  for  1958 

In  addition  to  recording  vital  sta¬ 
tistics,  the  City  Clerks  department  is 
responsible  for  the  issuance  of  various 
types  of  licenses  required  by  the  sta¬ 
tutes.  These  licenses  vary  from  mar- 
Albert  T.  Doyle,  assistant  City  Clerk  licenses  to  dog  licenses.  Issuance 

and  veteran  municipal  employee  with  these  licenses  brought  $21,354.59  in 
44  years  service,  retired  on  pension  on  department  and  a  total 

October  1,  1958.  $9,868.60  was  collected  for  various 

recording  fees  and  business  certificates 
issued. 


1957 

1958 

1434 

1328 

1754 

1669 

1227 

993* 

1253 

1159 

1412 

1318 

1938 

1970 

40 

33 

221 

264 

4562 

4117 

City  Clerk's  Aide 
Ends  Long  Career 


Mr.  Doyle  began  his  service  with  the 
city  on  October  14,  1914  as  a  clerk  in 
the  Cambridge  Water  Department.  He 
served  as  President  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  City  Clerk's  Association  in  1956- 
1957. 

A  City  Council  resolution,  passed 
unanimously,  praised  Mr.  Doyle  for  his 
devotion  to  duty  during  his  years  of 
service. 

Named  to  succeed  Mr.  Doyle  as 
assistant  city  clerk  was  Atty.  Paul  E. 
Healy,  a  Marine  Corps  major  and  vet¬ 
eran  of  World  War  n. 

Many  Cambridge  residents  who  have 
found  themselves  sitting  in  a  jury  box 
fulfilling  that  important  obligation  of 
citizenship  have  wondered  how  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  such  an  important  position  in 
the  “due  process  of  the  law." 

Selection  of  jurors  begins  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  with  the  Board  of  Election  Com¬ 
missioners  who  are  required  by  the 


Under  the  state  statutes,  the  City 
Clerk  issues  hunting  and  fishing  licenses 
to  Cambridge  sportsmen.  In  1958,  Cam¬ 
bridge  fishing  and  hunting  enthusiasts 
paid  $9,970.50  for  licenses.  This  sum 
was  paid  to  the  State  Division  of  Fish¬ 
eries  and  Game. 

Dog  owners  paid  $2,842.75  in  1958  to 
license  their  pets  in  accordance  with  the 
law.  These  funds  were  paid  to  the  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County  Commissioners  who  use 
the  funds  to  pay  for  damage  caused  by 
dogs,  purchase  of  license  blanks,  books 
and  tags.  The  law  provides  further  that 
a  proportion  of  any  unexpended  dog 
license  fees  shall  be  paid  back  to  the 
City  of  Cambridge  for  the  support  of 
public  libraries  and  schools. 

General  Laws  to  prepare  before  July  1 
e.sch  year  a  list  of  persons  eligible  for 
jury  service. 


The  book  collection  has  been  given 
constant  attention.  Over  the  past  nine 
years,  every  book  in  the  branch  libraries 
has  been  handled  by  me;  with  recom¬ 
mendations  for  discarding  and  replace¬ 
ment  in  order  to  clear  shelves  of  out-of- 
date  material  and  to  bring  into  the 
branches  a  good  working  collection.  With 
the  opening  of  each  new  branch,  start¬ 
ing  with  North  Cambridge,  an  entirely 
new  collection  of  books  has  been  created 
and  the  branch  started  off  with  a  su¬ 
perior  collection  of  books.  This  policy 
will  continue  with  the  Cambridge  Field 
branch,  the  East  Branch  when  it  be¬ 
comes  a  Boys’  and  Girls'  Library,  and 
the  Central  Square  branch. 

Every  book  in  the  Central  Library 
collections,  with  tew  exceptions,  has 
been  also  handled  by  me;  again  with 
careful  judgment  as  to  scope  of  col¬ 
lection,  usability,  physical  condition  and 
specific  replacement  for  books  dis¬ 
carded.  This  is  a  continuing  program. 

Collection  Improved 
The  result  of  this  survey  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  entire  library  col¬ 
lection.  We  now  have  a  smaller  but  a 
better  balanced  collection.  Because  of 
this  close  attention  to  the  book  stock  we 
have  been  able  to  feel  trends  in  use 
of  the  collections  and  thus  we  were 
well  equipped  to  take  care  of  the  surge 
of  interest  in  science  material  after 
the  launching  of  “Sputnik.’’ 

Our  book  appropriation,  although  in¬ 
creased  in  amount  each  year,  has  not 
been  growing  fast  enough  to  permit 
us  to  increase  the  quantity  of  the  col¬ 
lections  as  we  would  wish.  In  1949, 
the  Library  expended  $18,300.00  for 
books;  in  1958,  $35,800.00.  This  upward 
trend  will  eventually  permit  quantity 
control. 

In  the  area  of  its  buildings  the 
Library  has  also  made  outstanding 
progress.  Over  the  past  years  such 
projects  as  improved  lighting,  heating, 
and  painting  have  been  accomplished. 
In  addition,  the  capital  improvement 
program  recommended  by  the  Library 
has  been  started.  In  1957  we  opened 
a  new  branch  library  for  North  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  public  acceptance  of  this 
modern  facility  has  been  gratifying. 

New  Branch  Planned 
During  1958  plans  for  a  new  branch 
at  Cambridge  Field  were  completed  and 
construction  should  be  completed  in 
1960.  Also  during  1958,  work  on  the 
final  draft  of  the  space  and  function 
needs  of  the  Central  Library  building 
was  completed  as  a  preliminary  to 
presenting  it  to  the  architect. 

Until  the  route  of  the  belt  highway 
through  Cambridge  is  decided,  the 
location  and  character  of  the  new 
Branch  Library  for  Central  Square  can¬ 
not  be  determined. 

The  third  ingredient  of  the  public 
library  is  the  staff.  The  individuals 
who  work  in  the  library  build  its  repu¬ 
tation,  bring  to  life  the  book  collec¬ 
tions,  and  give  meaning  to  the  physical 
plant.  Cambridge  has  been  very  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  had  a  group  of  indi¬ 
viduals  of  extremely  high  intelligence 
and  competence. 

Greater  Improvement  Planned 
For  the  future  I  can  only  see  more 
improvement  and  a  lot  of  hard  work  to 
make  such  improvement  come  true.  The 

Interesting  Cambridge  statistics  com¬ 
piled  by  Charles  P.  Whitlock,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  President  Nathan 
Pusey  of  Harvard  University,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Harvard  Alumni  Bulletin 
reveal : 

That  the  total  area  of  Cambridge  is 
GVi  square  miles; 

That  500  acres,  about  12%  of  the 
total  area,  are  water  areas; 

That  6.51%  of  the  land  area  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  colleges  and  universities; 

That  nearly  40%  of  the  land  area  is 
tax-exempt,  including  colleges,  univer¬ 
sities,  churches,  private  institutions, 
public  and  community  facilities,  and  city 
streets  and  ways; 

That  4%  of  the  land  area  is  vacant, 
but  unuseable; 

That  31%  of  the  land  area  is  residen¬ 
tial  and  25%  commercial  and  industrial. 


book  collections  at  all  branches  will  be 
constantly  strengthened — those  at  the 
new  branches  will  be  new  and  of  ex¬ 
tremely  high  caliber  as  is  the  collection 
at  the  North  Branch.  The  entire  Cen¬ 
tral  Library  book  stock  will  be  ex¬ 
panded  appreciably  when  additional 
space  is  available. 

It  has  been  gratifying  to  work  with 
the  City  Manager  and  to  see  the 
needs  of  the  Library  being  given  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  constructive  attention;  to 
see  the  Library  budget  becoming  more 
adequate  as  the  years  pass.  It  has 
been  gratifying  to  work  with  the 
Trustees  and  the  Staff  and  to  see  the 
reputation  and  usefulness  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  and  its  agencies  increasing  stead¬ 
ily  and  honestly. 

Large  Book  Inventory 

The  library  system  has  an  inventory 
of  182,426  volumes  available  to  the 
30,893  Cambridge  residents  registered 
as  borrowers.  In  1958,  more  than  513,- 
000  volumes  were  circulated  from  the 
Central  library  and  all  branches. 

During  1958,  the  library  added  to  its 
service  to  the  community  by  becoming 
a  member  of  the  State  Film  Coopera¬ 
tive  in  order  to  provide  film  service  to 
the  community.  The  service  was  used 
mainly  in  1958  by  the  Senior  Citizens 
groups,  but  it  is  planned  to  extend  the 
service  to  other  recognized  groups  in 
Cambridge.  The  library  circulated  over 
10,000  record  albums  during  1958. 

The  Library  system  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Library  Trus¬ 
tees  appointed  by  the  City  Manager. 

Mrs.  Julia  T.  Boyle  ended  a  long  and 
distinguished  public  service  career  ii 
January  when  she  submitted  her  resig 
nation  as  a  Library  Trustee.  Represen¬ 
tative  Lawrence  Feloney  also  resigned 
as  a  Trustee.  Named  to  fill  the  vacancies 
were  Dr.  Anna  P.  Butler,  distinguished 
educator,  and  Joseph  D.  Harrington, 
noted  newspaper  columnist. 

Atty.  John  F.  Ferrick  is  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Other  members 
of  the  Board  are  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Hurley,  Miss  Alma  Boudreau  and 
Robert  H.  Haynes. 

In  its  report  to  the  City  Manager, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  his  “cooperation  and  under¬ 
standing  of  the  library  book  appropria¬ 
tion  and  staff  problems.’’ 


Youth  Must  Register 
With  Draft  Board 

While  it  is  not  an  official  agency  of 
the  City  of  Cambridge,  Draft  Board 
No.  17,  created  under  the  Selective 
Service  Act  of  1948,  plays  a  vital 
role  in  the  lives  of  all  Cambridge 
males  when  they  reach  their  18th 
birthday. 

Under  provisions  of  the  Selective 
Service  Act,  all  males  are  required 
to  register  with  the  Draft  Board 
within  10  days  after  attaining  age 
18.  Thus  during  1958  a  total  of 
14,566  Cambridge  youth  were  regis¬ 
tered  by  Draft  Board  17  at  its  offices 
in  Cambridge  City  Hall  and  at  the 
Phillips  Brooks  House  of  Harvard 
College. 

During  the  year,  67  Cambridge 
boys  were  inducted  for  military  ser¬ 
vice  through  the  Cambridge  board 
and  300  others  were  processed  for 
preinduction  examination  by  the 
military  services.  The  Draft  Board 
also  has  the  responsibility  of  deter¬ 
mining  the  availability  of  Standby 
Reservists  and  the  board  reports 
that  Cambridge  had  967  men  in  this 
status  during  1958. 

Draft  Board  members  meet  once 
a  month  at  the  City  Hall  offices. 
John  W.  Wood,  retired  headmaster 
of  Rindge  Technical  School,  serves 
as  chairman  of  the  Board.  Other 
members  of  the  Board  are  John  J. 
Sheehan,  Faneuii  Adams,  Judge 
Charles  S.  Bolster.  Capt.  Thomas  P. 
Dillon  and  William  J.  Corkery,  ap¬ 
peal  agent.  The  Board  members 
serve  without  compensation. 
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CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE  BALANCE  SHEET;  DEC. 

REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 


Asset's 

Cash  . 

Pet+y  Cash  . 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Real  Estate: 

Levy  1955  . 

Levy  1 957  . 

Levy  1958  . 


CITY 


$  1,995,888.64 
75.00 


$  10.06 
8.753J5 
305.643.36 

314,406.77 


Personial  Property: 
Levy  1954 
Levy  1955 
Levy  1956 
Levy  1957 
Levy  1958 


575.64 

3,352.82 

6.236.20 

9,964.71 

21,468.74 

41,590.11 


Polls: 

Levy  1949 
Levy  1954 
Levy  1 955 
Levy  1 956 
Levy  1957 
Levy  1958 


6.00 

4.00 

48.00 

3,186.27 

12,344.36 

6,363.00 

21,951.63 


Assessments: 

Unapportloned  Sidewalk  .  1,992.20 

Sidewalk  Added  to  Taxes  1958  .  609.18 

Committed  Interest,  1958  .  40.05 

2,641.43 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes: 

Levy  1953  . 

Levy  1954  . 

Levy  1 955  •  . . 

Levy  1 956  . 

Levy  1957  . 

Levy  1958  . 


1,382.81 

22.75 

17,662.61 

52,465.83 

41,009.64 

105,346.35 

217,889.99 


Tax  Titles  .  47,350.69 

Tax  Possessions  . .  2,894.77 


2,400.00 
5,492.50 
351.62 
4,979.85 
182,426.73 
6,369.65 
528,816.41 
85,592.70 
80.098.65 
136,748.19 
100.814.68 
1,462.00 

1,135,552.98 

County  Tax  .  1,362.39 

State  Assessments:  Underestimates  1958 
Metropolitan  Transit 
Authority  -  Deficit  . 

Overlay  Detilclts: 

Levy  1953  . 

Levy  1954  . 

Levy  1955  . 

Levy  1956  . 

Levy  1957  . 

Levy  1 958  . 

101,211.56 


19,903.79 


52.97 

1,221.99 

1,344.91 

5,058.41 

22,651.00 

70,882.28 


Departmental: 

Treasury  . . . . 

Inspection  of  Buildings  . 

Police  . . 

Electrical  • .  . . . . .  • 

He^alth  . 

Public  Works  . 

City  Hospital  . 

Public  Welfare-Outside  Aid  . 
Aid  to  Dep.  Children  (State) 
Old  Age  Assistance  (C&T)  . 

Veterans'  Benefits  . 

School  . 


Real  Estate  Taxes: 

Levy  1956  . 

Personal  Property  Taxes: 

Levy  1952  . 

Levy  1953  . 


Liabilities  and  Reserves 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax: 

Levy  1952  . 

Appropriation  Balances  . 

Guarantee  Deposits: 

Contract  Bids  . 

Plans  . 

Evening  School  . 

Tree  Removals  . 

Driveways  . . 

Street  Openings . 

In  Lien  of  Bonds . 

License  Commission  . 

Option  to  Purchase  City  Land 


Agency: 

City  Clerk-Dog  Licenses  . 

City  Clerk-Sporting  Licenses  . 

Constables'  Fees  . . . 

Savings  Bonds  Deductions  • . . . 

Withholding  Tax  . 

Unidentified  Receipts  . 

Continental  Casualty  Company 
Equitable  Life  Ass.  Society  ... 
Minnesota  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  . 

John  Burke  (Hospital)  . 

Tailings  . 

Taxes  Paid  In  Advance  (1959) 

Smith  Hughes  Fund  . . 

Hopkins  Fund  .................... 

Klnnear  Fund  . . 

Bullock  Fund  . 

Soldiers'  Monument  Fund  . 

Harty  Fund  . . . 

Income,  Trust  Funds: 

School 

Thierry  Fund  . 

Thierry  Fund  -  Library  C.H.L.S. 

Kingm<an  Fund  . . 

Freese  Fund  . . . 

Kardy  Fund  . 

Welfare 

Bridge  Fund  . 

Russell  . . . 

Calfanan  Fund  ............... 

Rogers  Fund  . 

Hodge  Fund  . 

Library 

Hardfing  Fund  . . . . 

Citizens'  Subscription  Fund  .... 
Cummings  Fund  .............. 

Fay  Fund  . 

Sanders  Fund  . . 

Woolson  Fund  . . 

Citizen  of  Cambridge  Fund  ... 

Whorf  Fund  . 

Howe  Fund  . . 

Murdock  Fund  . 

Carrie  Saunders  Fund  . 

WiIs>on  Fund  . 


Sanders  Temperance  Fund  . 

Cemetery  Trust  Fund  . 

Federal  H.  S.  Lunch  Program  . 

Federal  Elementary  School  Milk  Program  ... 

Athletic  Fund  .  . 

Health-Staff  Education  &  In-Service  Training 

Health-Community  Research  Laboratory . 

Old  Age  Assistance-Recoveries  . . 

Disability  Assistance-Recoveries  . 

State  Assessments:  Overestimates  1958 

Smoke  Inspection  Tax  . 

Metropolitan  Park  Tax  . 

Metropolitan  Sewer  Tax  . 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriation: 

Sale  of  City  Land  . . 

Sale  of  City  Property  . 

Cemetery  Sales  . 

Public  Works  . 

Recreation  . 

Paricinq  Meters  . 

Revenue  Reserved  until  Collected: 

Sidewalk  Assesment  •  . 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  . 

Tax  Title  . 

Departmental  . 

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash  . . . 

Overlay  Surplus  . 

Surplus  Revenue  . . . . . 


31 1958 


101.46 


31.68 

29.16 

60.84 


75.15 

845,489.73 


36,736.02 

50.00 

200.00 

625.00 

879.82 

100.00 

12,073.98 

23.25 

903.20 

51,591.27 


34.50 

431.37 

772.43 

1,357.44 

362,747.35 

1,247.23 

2,003.19 

6,073.61 

356.52 

539J5 

3,887.64 

2.00 


379,452.53 

50.99 

2,020.45 

1,342.67 

6,728.77 

1,008.53 

3,355.07 


12.28 
5139 

64.28 
5130 
1 12.98 

610.82 

98.61 

148.97 

285.03 

45.17 


11.81 

4.36 

9.93 

3230 

23.11 
4.44 
533 

3137 

9.62 

639 

19.11 
2.14 


1,640.54 

50.00 

95,469.47 

8,793.80 

2.586.34 

22,287.84 

135.03 

24,000.00 

26,442.98 

1.517.34 


404.03 

21,234.04 

24,755.91 


46,393.98 


133,693.56 

20738 

14,280.00 

3,725.40 

85.00 

1,28031 

153,271.45 


2,641.43 

217,814.84 

50,245.46 

1.135,552.90 

1,406,254.71 

75.00 

1,447.46 

821.076.35 


Cash  . 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Metered  Rates  .  1 1 1.05935 

Annual  Rates  .  303.91 

Miscellaneous  Charges  . 11,658.26 


Water  Liens,  Added  to  Taxes;  1958 


$3,902,727.75 

WATER 

$  831,296.28  Appro>prlatlo-i.  Batances  . 

Guarantee  Deposits  . 

Revenue  Reserved  until  Collected  . 

123  02142  Surplus  Revenue-Reserved  for  Appropriation 

'74441  Surplus  reserved  for  Non-Water  Purposes  . 


$3,902,727.75 

315,081.15 

1,530.00 

123,765.83 

380,869.94 

133,815.19 


Cash  . 

State  A  County  Aid  to  Highways: 
(Chapter  90  Construction) 

State  . 

County  . 

Loans  Authorized  . 


Cash 


$  955,062.11 

NONREVENUE  ACCOUNTS 


CITY 

$  209,554.31 


•03,919.67 

51,959.84 

155,879.51 

5.000.000.00 


Temporary  Loan  in  anticipation  of  Seri'al  Issue 

Appropriation  Balances  . 

Reserve  for  State  &  County  Aid  to  Highways 

Loans  Unissued  . 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriation: 

Sewer  . 

Sidewalk  . 


$5,365,433.82 

WATER 

$  52,057.67  Appropriation  Balances 


$  955,062.11 


300.000.00 

198,094.87 

155.879.51 

4,700.000.00 


5,729.86 

5,729.58 

1 1.459.44 


$5,365,433.82 

52.057.67 
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1958  Financial  Recapitulation 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Cambridge 


Additional  State  Assessments 
Required  To  Be  Raised 
By  Cities  and  Towns 
in  Metropolitan  Districts  Area 


Met.  Parks 
Met.  Sewerage 
Met.  Water 
Boston  Met.  District 
M.T.A. 

Smoke  Inspection 
Water 


195S  Estimates 
Col.  1  of 
Cherry  Sheet 

$  176,296.66 

408,425.13 
57,776.40 
1,274.81 
1,015,272.14 
3,101.77 
800.00 


TOT.\L  »  De  carried  to  Col.  1  fiCO  946  91 
of  Item  BIO  under  STATE. 

Tax  and  Assessments. - 


Met  Sewer 
M.T.A. 

Smoke  Inspection 


1957  Underestimates 
Col.  2  of 
Cherry  Sheet 

$  6,564.19 

1,857.92 
74.88 


TOTAL  to  be  carried  to  Col.  2 
of  Item  BIO  under  STATE:  « 
Tax  and  Assessments.  v 


8,496.99 


ADDITIONAL  OVERESTIMATES 
TO  BE  USED  AS  .AVAILABLE  FITNDS 


1957  Overestimates 

Met.  Parks  $  18,012.02 

M.T.A.  1.147.89 


TOTAL  to  be  carried  to  Item  «  IQIsiQQI 
F29(c)  under  Overestimates.  ±a,±ou.z>x 


1959  Tax  Rated  fixed  on  Feb.  12,  1958 


Bud  get  Bureau  Survey 
Aided  Council  Study 

Preparation  of  the  annual  City  budget 
begins  early  in  October  previous  to  the 
approaching  new  calendar  year  under 
the  direction  of  Budget  -  Personnel 
Director  Owen  F.  McCall  who  coordi¬ 
nates  the  efforts  of  department  heads 
to  anticipate  their  fiscal  needs  for  the 
coming  year. 

The  preliminary  details  of  setting  up 
budget  forms  and  instruction  sheets  are 
the  initial  steps  in  the  budget  planning 
program  which  Director  McCall  begins 
as  October  nears  and  then  he  drives 
toward  the  objective  of  having  the 
budget  ready  for  submission  by  the 
City  Manager  to  the  City  Council 
immediately  after  the  start  of  the  New 
Year. 

The  1959  city  budget  was  prepared  in 
1958  and  was  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  on  January  12,  1959 

The  total  budget  recommendation 
presented  by  the  City  Manager  to  the 
City  Council  was  $19,104,261.24  which 
the  City  Council  reduced  by  $1700  after 
public  hearings  with  each  department 
head. 

Departments  operated  efficiently  du¬ 
ring  1958  with  the  budget  appropria¬ 
tions  received.  Services  were  maintained 
and  the  sum  of  $281,921.92  remained 
unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  amount  was  transferred  to  the 
Excess  and  Deficiency  account  after 
December  31,  1958. 

Data  prepared  by  the  Personnel 
Division  after  a  survey  were  used  exten¬ 
sively  by  the  City  Manager  and  City 
Council  in  their  1958  discussions  con¬ 
cerning  a  proposed  salary  increase  for 
city  employees  A  $300  a  year  salary 
increase  for  all  city  employees  was 
approved  by  tthe  City  Council  in  the 
closing  days  of  1958  to  become  effec¬ 
tive  on  January  1,  1959. 

A  new  employe  manual  “You  and  Your 
Job”  was  prepared  and  distributed  early 
in  1958.  The  manual  defines  for  the 
employee  the  benefits  he  is  entitled  to 
as  an  employe  of  the  city  and  states 
clearly  what  the  city  expects  of  the 
employee  during  his  employment. 

The  publication  was  widely  acclaimed 
by  national  associations  in  the  field  of 
personnel  management  and  public  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  department  has  had 
numerous  requests  from  all  sections  of 
the  country  for  copies  of  the  publication. 


The  Establishment  Of  Our  Tax  Rate 

.A.  C.AiMBRIDGE:  Includes  .All  Appropriations  Voted  Since  1957  Tax  Rate  was  Fixed. 

Preliminary  Appropriations 
Water  Dept.  Budget 


Figures  Used  in 
Fixing  Tax  Rate 

36,987.26 

1,074,590.63 


1.  1958  Budget  Appropriation  . 

2.  Total  appropriations  voted  to  be  taken  from  available  funds;  . 

la)  In  1959  $. . . .  (b)  In  1958  since  1958  rate  was  fixed  $1,156,708.97 - - - 

Gross  City  expenses  . . . 

3.  Amount  certified  by  Treasurer  for  Tax  Title  foreclosure,  $36.00  each.  (Chapter  60,  §  50B)  .... 

4.  Debt  and  Interest  Charges,  matured  and  maturing,  as  certified  under  Chapter  44.  §  16,  NOT 
included  above 

5.  Amount  necessary  to  satisfy  final  court  judgments . 

6.  Deficits  due  to  abatements  in  excess  of  overlay  of  prior  years. 

Of  Year  Amount  Of  Year  Amount  Of  Year  Amount  Of  Year  Amount 

(a)  1948  $471.00  (c)  1950  $1186.50  (e)  1953  $2774.30  (g)  1955  $15,311.34 

(b)  1949  $.59.44  (d)  1952  $  213.56  (f)  1954  $7237.25  (h)  1956  $19,985.02 


7.  (i)  1957  35,070.99  Total  Deficits  To  Be  Carried  To  Outside  Column 

8.  Any  other  amount  required  to  be  raised; . 


STATE:  Tax  and  Assessments: 

1 . 

1959  Estimates 

Col.  1  of  Cherry  Sheet 

1958  Underestimates 
Col.  2  of  Cherry  Sheet 

3.  State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts . 

4.  State  Examination  of  Retiring  System . 

5.  Mosauito  Control  . 

13,006.60 

1,783.72 

6.  Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths  .... 

7.  Investigation  of  Veteran.s’  Benefits 

8.  Smoke  Insoection  Service  . 

9 . 

10 . 

11.  Sum  of  totals  to  be  carried  to  outside  Column 

COUNTY:  Tax  and  Assessments: 

1.  County  Tax  . 

2.  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Assessment . 

1,662,946.91 

8,496.99 

$1,677,737.23 

$  8,496.99 

$  660,071.80 

$54,413.96 

3 . 

4.  Sum  of  totals  to  be  carried  to  outside  column 

$  660,071.80 

$54,413.96 

D.  OVERLAY  of  current  year . 

E.  i  GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 


F.  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

1.  Income  Tax . Note.The  amount  entered  for  each  of  the  first  four  items 

2.  Corporation  Taxes  .  must  be  exactly  as  certified 

3.  Reimbursement  on  account  of  publicly  owned  Land  to  you  . 

4.  Old  Age  Tax  (Meals),  Chapter  64B,  S  10  (Col.  3  of  Cherry  Sheet)  . 

5.  Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise  . 

6.  Licenses  . 

7.  Fines  . 

8.  Special  Assessments  .  City  Hospital  . 

9.  General  Government  . 

10.  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property . 

11.  Health  and  Sanitation  . 

12  Highways  . 

13.  Charities  (other  than  federal  grants)  . 

14.  Old  Age  Assistance  (other  than  federal  grants)  . 

15.  Veterans'  Services  . 

16.  School  (Funds  from  Income  Tax  not  to  be  included)  . 

17.  Libraries  . 

18.  Recreation  . 

19.  Public  Service  Enterprises  (such  as  Water  Department)  . 

20.  Cemeteries  (other  than  trust  funds  and  sale  of  lots)  . 

21.  Interest  On  Taxes  and  Assessments  $ . On  Deposits  $ .  Total 

22.  State  Assistance  for  School  Construction  —  Chapter  645,  Acts  of  1948  . 

23.  Total  Disability  . 

24.  Vocational  Education  . 

25.  In  Lieu  of  Taxes  &  Housing  Funds . 

26.  Federal  Hot  Lunch  Program  Receipts  . 

27.  Privileges  —  Parking  Lots  . 

28 .  Total  Estimated  Receipts 

29.  Overestimates  of  previous  year  to  be  used  as  available  funds  (Col.  4  of  Cherry 
Sheet) ; 

(a)  . 

(b)  . 

(c)  . See  left  hand  column . 

30.  Amounts  voted  to  be  taken  from  available  funds; 

Amount  Date  of  Vote  Source  of  Funds 

$  As  per  Schedule  A-2  (b)  . 


$  467,109.88 

858.750.78 
3,739.37 

50,322.90 

1,100,000.00 

266.443.12 
50,301.47 

894.340.13 
46,391.05 
53,474.21 

148,310.64 

92,501.95 

411,016.03 

916.974.79 
168,723.40 

22.518.74 
45,271.82 
46,938.09 

1,074,590.63 

38.172.75 
14,629.37 
48,259.87 

153,124.83 

33,349.69 

127,576.54 

40,000.00 

49,706.63 


$7,222,538.68 


$ 


19,159.91 


1,156,708.97 


31.  Sum  of  amounts  to  be  carried  to  inside  column 

32.  (Add  Items  29  (a),  (b),  (c),  amd  Item  31 . Total  Available  Funds 


$1,175,868.88 


33.  (Add  Items  28  an  32)  TOTAL  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

G.  (Item  E  Less  Item  F33) 


NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAIS  ED  BY  TAXATION  ON  POLLS  AND  PROPERTY 


H.  Number  of  Polls  26232  AT  $2.00  EACH  Poll  Tax . 

3.  Total  Personal  Property  $  22,783,750  Tax  Rate  Personal  Property  Tax 

Valuation;  Real  Estate  . 211,117,800  $61.80  Real  Estate  Tax 

Total  . $233,901,550 


$  52,464,00 

1,408,035.75 
13,047,080.04 


TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED 


ON  POLLS  AND  PROPERTY 


Detailed  itemization  of  above  figures  available  at  Assessors’  office 


18,037,317.66 

1,156,708.97 


$20,305,604.52 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 


82,309.40 


1,686,234.22 


714,485.76 

117,353.45 

$22,905,987.35 


8,398,407.56 


$14,507,579.79 


$14,507,579.79 

$22,905,987.35 
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1958  School  Report  is  an  Historical  Work 


MODERN  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 


The  1958  annual  report  submitted  to 
the  School  Committee  by  John  M.  Tobin, 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  is  a  public 
document  of  immense  historical  value 
and  a  departure  from  the  usual  in  the 
91  years  of  superintendent’s  reports. 

"This  report  differs  from  those  sub¬ 
mitted  in  the  past  in  that  it  neither  de¬ 
scribes  nor  explains  the  work  of  the 
Cambridge  Public  Schools,”  Supt.  Tobin 
explains  in  his  preface  to  the  56-page 
document. 

"This  report  is,  rather,  the  actual 
work  of  certain  of  our  high  school  pup¬ 
ils;  It  is  the  impressive,  scholarly  pro¬ 
duct  of  a  difficult  assignment  cheerfully 
undertaken  and  intelligently,  diligently, 
and  cooperatively  pursued  under  the 
guidance  of  competent,  dedicated  teach¬ 
ers.” 

The  report  is  an  inventory  and  study 
of  the  historicai  buildings,  homes,  ob¬ 
jects  and  sites  in  the  city  in  the  Colonial 
and  Revolutionary  periods  of  the  history 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  num¬ 
erous  illustrations  of  the  historic  sites 
in  all  sections  of  Cambridge. 

The  project  was  prepared  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  of  the  Social  Studies 
Department  of  Cambridge  High  and 
Latin  School  for  the  Cambridge  Historic 
Sites  Committee  for  submission  to  Con¬ 
gress.  The  project  was  nationally  ac¬ 
claimed  and  won  an  award  when  it  was 
exhibited  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa. 

c.,  ,  .  ,.  „  . ,  .  .  ,  ,,  ,  ,  _  .  Completion  of  the  project  was  a  co- 

Shown  ciDov0  is  ci  portion  of  the  vHst  gymnnsium  of  the  be&utifui  Wnr  Memoristi  building.  The  operative  effort  of  many  of  the  depart- 
gymncisiuni  provides  modern  recreational  facilities  for  the  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School  physical  ments  of  the  high  school.  'The  Social 
education  classes  and  replaces  facilities  which  had  been  long  outmoded  and  inadequate.  The  War  Memor-  Studies  department  did  the  tireless  re- 
ial  gymnasium  basketball  court  has  been  hailed  as  the  best  in  New  England  by  the  Boston  Celtics,  pro-  search  required;  the  English  department 
fessional  basketball  champions.  As  shown,  the  play  area  is  large  enough  to  accomodate  simultaneous  bas-  and  proof  read  the  reports;  the 

ketball  and  volley  ball  games.  "  •  ■  -  ...  . 


Civic  Unity  Committee  Report 
Points  to  Work  for  Harmony 


Civic  Unity  Conun. 
1958  Aimual  Report 

The  Civic  Unity  Committee  is  the 
city's  official  agency  for  analyzing  and 
evaluating  problems  of  local  minority 
persons  or  groups  among  its  citizenry. 
The  Committee  aims  to  eliminate  fric¬ 
tions  that  may  arise  because  of  differ¬ 
ing  racial  backgrounds,  religious  affilia¬ 
tions,  or  other  factors,  by  the  use  of 
programs  and  conciliatory  methods  de¬ 
signed  to  bring  about  understanding  and 
cooperation  by  all,  and  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  all. 

During  1958  the  Civic  Unity  Com¬ 
mittee’s  38  members  united  in  present¬ 
ing  educational  programs,  including  a 
first  showing  in  Cambridge  of  the  films 
"ALL  THE  WAY  HOME”  and  "BUR¬ 
DEN  OF  TRUTH.”  There  was  also  a 
lecture  on  "South  Africa  Today”  given 
by  Cleopas  Kumalo,  a  native  of  South 
Africa. 

The  Committee  sponsored  a  civic 
Thanksgiving  celebration  at  which  Prof. 
Frank  B.  Friedel,  of  Harvard’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  History,  spoke  on  “Reempha¬ 
sizing  the  Moral  and  Spiritual  Values 
of  our  American  Heritage.” 

cue  also  sponsored  the  fourth  annual 
Clergy  Seminar  at  the  Hotel  Command¬ 
er,  at  which  clergy  of  all  faiths  joined 
with  Cambridge  leaders  in  discussing 
urban  renewal  and  redevelopment. 

Aside  from  these  public  functions 
cue’s  office  was  busy  all  year  with 
conferences  in  human  relations  prob¬ 
lems,  housing,  and  interviews  with  stu¬ 
dents,  social  workers,  and  others.  The 
acting  executive  director  attended 
meetings  of  other  agencies  working  in 
related  fields. 

Dr.  Thomas  H.  D.  Mahoney  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  until  his 
resignation  toward  the  latter  part  of 
the  year.  Other  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  Mrs.  Herrman  L.  Blumgart, 
Rev.  Leonard  G.  Clough,  Rabbi  Abra¬ 
ham  L.  Hartstein,  Dr.  Gunnar  E. 
Haugh,  Mrs.  Guy  H.  Johnson,  Allan 
Korb,  Hugh  M.  Lyons,  Mrs.  Edward  S. 
Mason,  Joseph  D.  McLellan  and  Mrs. 
Donald  H.  Menzel. 

Also  on  the  Committee  are  J.  Wade 


Miller,  Marcus  Morton,  Mrs.  William 
H.  Mulca’hy,  Edwind  H.  B.  Pratt,  Mrs. 
Ashton  Sanborn,  Mrs.  Herbert  Sherwin, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Singleton,  Miss  Carol  M. 
Smith  and  Rev.  Ernest  D.  Thompson. 
Carol  M.  Ritchie  is  acting  Executive 
Director. 


The  Longfellow  House,  a  beautiful 
gem  of  colonial  architecture,  at  105 
Brattle  Street,  was  built  in  1759  by 
John  Vassall.  This  mansion  was  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  and 
used  as  a  barracks  by  the  Continental 
troops. 

General  Washington  moved  from  the 
Wadsworth  House  in  the  Harvard  Yard 
and  made  this  Tory  Row  dwelling  his 
headquarters  and  home  during  the  siege 


Commercial  Department  did  the  re¬ 
quired  typing  and  mimeographing;  the 
Art  Department  illustrated  and  arrang¬ 
ed  photographs  taken  and  developed  by 
the  Camera  Club. 

"I  sincerely  hope  that  this  publication 
will  enable  its  readers  to  increase  their 
knowledge  of  Cambridge  in  the  Colonial 
and  Revolutionary  periods  of  our  his¬ 
tory;  to  deepen  their  understandings  of 
the  origins  of  our  democratic  institu¬ 
tions;  to  intensify  their  appreciations  of 
the  sacrifices  made  by  our  predecessors 
in  Cambridge  in  the  cause  of  civil  lib¬ 
erties;  and  to  renew  and  strengthen 


of  Boston.  In  a  brief  ceremony  at  the  _ 

John  Vassall  house,  April  3,  1776,  Har-  their  faith  in  the  American  way  of  life,” 
vard  College  authorities  awarded  the  Supt.  Tobin  said. 

first  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ameri-  Copies  of  the  report  are  available  at 
can  Army  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  the  School  Department  office,  1700  Carn¬ 
ot  Laws.  bridge  street. 


CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 
COMPARATIVE  RECEIPT  TABULATION 


Description 

1957 

lEstimate 

1957  Total 

1958 

Estimate 

1958  Total 

Credit 

Deficit 

Income  Taxes  . 

609,622.14 

597,317.45 

467,109.88 

709,792.29 

242,682.41 

Corporation  Taxes . 

913,130.78 

1,149,311.06 

858,750.78 

967,681.86 

108,931.08 

Reimbureement  on  a/c 

publicly  owned  land  . 

3,630.87 

3,630.87 

3,739.37 

3,739.37 

Old  Age  Tax  (Meals)  . 

47,631.14 

50,322.90 

50,322.90 

65,510.82 

15,187.92 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise  .... 

858.806.85 

952,259.67 

1,100,000.00 

1,042,696.44 

57,303.56 

Licenses  . 

263,747.57 

266,443.12 

266,443.12 

261,063.13 

5,379.99 

Fines  . 

41,038.87 

50,301.47 

50,301.47 

72,454.57 

22,153.10 

City  Hosiptal  . 

873,788.87 

844,340.13 

894,340.13 

1,015,387.97 

121,047.84 

General  Government . 

34,174.25 

46,391.05 

46,391.05 

42,856.36 

3,534.69 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property. . 

65,929.31 

53,474.21 

53,474.21 

15,879.01 

37,595.20 

Health  and  Sanitation  . 

116,251.89 

148,310.64 

148,310.64 

160,128.18 

11,817.54 

Highways  . 

106,886.51 

92,501.95 

92,501.95 

78,145.56 

14,356.39 

Charities  . 

364,859.31 

371,016.03 

411,016.03 

399,823.54 

11,192.49 

Old  Age  Assistance  . 

976,106.34 

826,974.79 

916,974.79 

896,166.42 

20,808.37 

Veterans’  Services  . 

146,290.35 

168,723.40 

168,723.40 

132,609.69 

36,113.71 

Schools  . 

14,505.55 

22,518.74 

22,518.74 

32,482.09 

9,963.35 

Libraries . 

4,551.52 

5,271.82 

45,271.82 

6.146.51 

39,125,31 

Recreation  . 

24,072.10 

26,938.09 

46,938.09 

36,845.93 

10,092.16 

Cemetery  . 

36,141.50 

38,172.75 

38,172.75 

38,003.25 

169.50 

Interest  . 

42,208.72 

14,629.37 

14,629.37 

16,107.91 

1,478.54 

State  Assistance  tor 

School  Construction  . 

48,259.87 

48,259.87 

48,359.87 

48,259.87 

Total  Disability  . 

147,951.69 

153,124.83 

153,124.83 

124,826.18 

28,298.65 

Vocational  Education  . 

34,615.39 

33,349.69 

33,349.69 

35,777.29 

2,427.60 

In  Lieu  of  Taxes  and  Housing  Funds 

100,514.67 

115,576.54 

127,576.54 

125,342,72 

2,233.82 

Federal  Hot  Lunch  Program  Receipts 

40,000.00 

40,0(X).00 

Privileges — Parking  Lots  . 

23,524.18 

29,706.63 

49,706.63 

28,821.92 

20,884.71 

90%  Flood  Reimbursement . 

18,252.76 

20,928.36 

Jan.  3,  1957 — Additional  Distribution 

1956  Income  &  Corporation  Tax 

92,310.05 

$6,008,803.05 

Water  Dept.  .  1,000.130.16 

$6,222,105.48 

1,029,094.41 

$6,147,948.05  $6,356,548.88 

Revenue  Surplus 
1,088.645.03  1,169,631.80 

$535,689.38 

$327,088.55 

$208,600.83 

80,986.77 

PAGE  FOURTEEN 


1958  ANNUAL  CITY  REPORT,  CITY  OF  CAk^BRIDGE 


Recreational  Program  For  Young  And  Old 


A  year  around,  outdoor  and  indoor. 


WAR  MEMORIAL  POOLS  ATTRACT  YOUTH 


recreational  program  for  the  young  and 
old  was  provided  during  1958  by  the 


A  new  phase  in  the  Cambridge  municipal  recreation  program  was  begun  in  April  1958  when  the 
Cambridge  Recreation  Department  took  over  operation  of  the  beautiful  new  War  Memorial  Building  and 
opened  the  three  swimming  pools.  Shown  above  are  activities  in  the  swimming  area  of  the  Memorial 
Building.  Top  left  photo  shows  Peter  Canavan,  diving  from  the  high  board  into  the  12-ft.  diving  pool.  At 
the  right,  lifeguards  stand  on  duty  as  they  keep  watchful  eyes  on  activities  in  the  main  pool.  Shown  at 
the  bottom  left  is  the  4-ft.  pool  for  beginner  swimmers.  At  the  right,  Karen  Lendry  receives  swimming 
instructions  from  Instructor  Roland  Dansereau.  Since  the  pools  were  opened  hundreds  of  Cambridge 
children  have  completed  basic  and  advanced  swimmers  courses  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
a  highly  competent  staff.' 


The  weekly  meetings  of  the  Senior 
Citizens'  Clubs  have  been  provided  with 
varied  programs  of  entertainment  by  the 
Recreation  Department.  The  programs 
included  movies,  entertainment  features, 
and  public  speakers  discussing  topics 
which  were  of  particular  interest  to  the 
club  members.  Outings  to  county  fairs 
beach  resorts,  baseball  games  and  other 
points  of  interest  were  conducted  undet 
the  supervision  of  the  Recreation  De¬ 
partment. 

Development  of  the  municipal  recre¬ 
ational  program  is  planned  by  the  Rec¬ 
reation  Commission  appointed  by  the 
City  Manager.  Charles  R.  Ecker  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commission.  Other  members 
are  James  F.  Whalen,  A.  Paul  Flynn, 
Lloyd  Hugh  Magbie,  Edward  H,  Dono¬ 
van  and  Frank  Totino. 

The  Recreation  Department  expend¬ 
ed  $273,758  to  carry  out  its  program  tn 
1958  and  collected  $36,873  in  fees  for  use 
of  facilities.  Golfers  paid  a  total  of  $28.- 
159  to  play  the  Fresh  Pond  golf  course 
and  receipts  from  the  War  Memoria: 
swimming  pools  amounted  to  $6,489  foi 
the  eight-month  period. 


Cambridge  Recreation  Department  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  William  J.  Cleary, 
Superintendent  of  Recreation. 


In  April,  the  Recreation  Departmen' 
took  over  joint  operation  of  the  beauti¬ 
ful  new  War  Memorial  Building  with  its 
three  swimming  pools  and  gymnasia  to 
begin  a  new  phase  in  the  municipal  pro¬ 
gram  which  has  given  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  nation  wide  recognition  in  the 
recreational  field. 


Throughout  the  year  extensive  im¬ 
provements  and  rehabilitation  of  recre¬ 
ational  facilities  were  made  by  the  de¬ 
partment  at  playgrounds,  the  Fresh 
Pond  golf  course,  and  the  outdoor  swim¬ 
ming  pool  in  East  Cambridge. 

The  Recreation  Department  has  sup¬ 
ervision  of  39  municipally  owned  play 
areas  and  5  non-municipal  units  where 
continuing  recreational  programs  are 
provided  for  the  young  and  old  of  the 
city. 

The  Senior  Citizens  program  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Recreation  De¬ 
partment  was  expanded  during  1958  to 
the  point  where  there  are  now  12  loca¬ 
tions  available  for  daily  and  weekly 
meetings  of  the  aging  men  and  women 
of  Cambridge. 


PLAYGROUND  PAGEANT 


The  end  of  a  happy  summer  for  the  hundreds  of  Cambridge  children  who  participate  in  the  supervised  playground  program  oro- 
vided  by  the  Cambridge  Recreation  Department  is  the  annual  pageant.  Shown  above  is  a  group  participating  in  the  1958  pageant  at  Rindee 
Field,  North  Cambridge.  The  Recreation  Department  supervises  39  municipal  play  areas  located  in  all  sections  of  city  Building  in  the  back 
ground  is  the  gymnasium  section  of  the  new  M.  E.  Fitzgerald  elementary  school. 
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Housing  Authority  Studies  Units  for  Aged 


Federal  Buying  Standards  Used  By 
Cambridge  Purchasing  Department 

During  1958  the  Purchasing  Depart-  formal  testing  of  products  by  laboratory 
ment  continued  its  effort  to  provide  a  analysis  to  ascertain  the  standards  of 
sound,  basic  and  economical  purchasing  the  delivered  products. 


program  tor  all  departments  of  the  city, 
Purchasing  Agent  John  H.  Corcoran 
states  in  his  annual  report. 

"We  have  noticed  a  continuing  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  bidders  on  our 
purchasing  activities  and  we  believe 
that  this  bidding  activity  reflects  the 
trend  of  an  expanding  buyer’s  market," 
Corcoran  said. 

“We  have  continued  the  policy  of  ex¬ 
panding  our  use  of  impartially  pre¬ 
pared  specifications  wherever  possible. 
We  are  using  more  extensively  the  spe¬ 
cifications  developed  by  the  United 
States  government.  The  General  Serv¬ 
ices  Administration  of  the  Federal 
government  has  been  most  cooperative 
in  making  the  Federal  specifications 
available  for  use  by  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  purchasing  department. 

"The  Federal  specifications  are  pat- 


“We  have  long  believed  in  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  formal  testing  of  products 
delivered  and  have  been  carrying  out 
this  procedure  for  a  number  of  years. 
We  will  continue  to  develop  this  aspect 
of  our  purchasing  program  to  maintain 


The  Cambridge  Housing  Authority  in  1958  completed  its  23rd 
year  of  organization  and  its  20th  year  of  operation  of  public  housing 
projects.  The  Authority  now  has  10  public  housing  projects  with  1603 
living  units  under  its  supervision. 

™  c  *  uv  1  ......  311  active  tenant  application  pool,”  Bums 

The  first  public  low  cost  housing  pro-  ..t  iqko  c-r..  I  ^ 

■  -  .  ^  u  -j  XT  -S  reports.  In  1958,  574  new  applications 

ject  in  Cambridge  was  New  Towne  g  applications 

Co^rt  which  was  opened  in  January  ^^re  reopened.  At  the  end  of  the  year 

„  ■  101=0  .1U  .  I-  1  J  there  were  755  active  applications  on  file 

During  1958,  the  Authority  directed  housing.” 
its  attention  to  a  study  of  sites  for  pos- 

sible  development  of  housing  for  elderiy  "  .  anged 

persons,  Daniel  F.  Burns,  Executive  Di-  '^he  Housing  Authority  made  a  major 
rector  of  the  Housing  Authority,  stated  change  in  rental  policy  in  1958  when  the 
in  his  annual  report.  Absolute  rent  policy”  was  abandoned 

in  favor  of  a  “limited  fixed  rent  policy”. 
Housing  for  Elderly  "Under  the  ’Absolute’  system,  the 

“There  exists  a  considerable  demand  Authority  made  one  re-examination  of 
for  housing  for  the  elderly  and  the  Hous-  tenant  income  annually  and  established 


the  high  standar^  of  quality  of  pro-  jj,g  Authority  is  giving  the  problem  pri-  a  rent  based  on  that  income,”  Burns  ex- 

onty  attention,  Burns  said.  plains  in  his  report.  Once  the  rent  was 

"The  Authority  has  for  some  time  established  no  adjustments  could  be 
been  placing  elderly  persons  in  existing  either  up  or  down,  and  tenants 

projects  and  there  are  350  elderly  not  required  to  report  any  interim 

persons  now  living  in  our  various  devel-  changes  in  income.  A  number  of  hard- 


ducts  purchased  for  all  municipal  de¬ 
partments.” 

Purchasing  Agent  Corcoran  reports 
that  contracts  negotiated  by  the  city 
compare  favorably  with  private  industry 
and  in  some  instances  the  city’s  con¬ 
tract  prices  are  lower  than  those  ne¬ 
gotiated  by  commercial  users.  Corcoran 


opments.  The  Authority  has  a  state- 
aided  program  for  75  units  for  elderly 
persons  and  a  Federal  program  of  325 


ship  cases,  caused  by  unemployment  or 
prolonged  illness,  were  called  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Authority  and  the  decision 


of  Francis  J.  Nolan  supplies  practically 
terned  alter  the  best  standards  of  the  all  printing  requirements  of  the  city  de- 
American  manufacturer,  yet  permit  ac-  partments  and  operates  a  tax  billing 
tive  competition  among  vendors.  The  section  which  processes  the  thousands  of 
use  of  these  specifications  also  permit  tax  bills  sent  out  annually. 


states  that  the  city’s  contract  price  for  Persons  and  a  reaeral  program  of  32d  ^  made  tr.  artoot  the  limiteri  flvoa  ,-ont 
heavy  fuel  oil  is  lower  than  anv  other  units.  In  December,  the  Cambridge  City  ,?  the  limited  fixed  ren. 

_em^l  accountirthe  arer  Council  adopted  a  resolution  which  re-  f°irm"entfin%?nt  und^^rtaTn 

The  Printing  division  of  the  Purchas-  affirmed  the  need  for  addUionaJ  low  rent 
ing  Department  under  the  supervision  housing  m  Cambridge  and  authorized  ai 

^  •v.vv.  ..  ....  Q  rt  VI  /I  4-  t  A  A....!. 


amended  Cooperation  Agreement  with 
the  Housing  Authority  to  accomplish 
this  purpose.  With  the  execution  of  , 
these  documents,  the  Housing  Authority  ™ 
is  now  in  a  position  to  reactivate  its 
Federal  program.” 


changes  in  family  income  circumstan¬ 
ces.” 

The  Housing  Authority  paid  the  City 
of  Cambridge  a  total  of  $58,193  in  lieu 


Engineer’s  Report 
Lists  Old  Ways 

City  Engineer  Edward  Smith  in  sub¬ 
mitting  the  92nd  annual  report  of  City 
Engineering  Department  states  that  in 
addition  to  routine  departmental  func¬ 
tions  during  the  year  considerable  time 
was  given  to  making  plans,  studies  and 
surveys  for  the  Cambridge  Redevelop- 
men  Authority. 

The  City  Engineer  also  attended  many 
meetings  with  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Works  officials  to  represent  the 


were  accepted  in  1635  are  Arrow  street. 
Brattle  street,  Dunster  street,  Elmwood 
avenue.  Garden  street,  Kirkland  street. 
Mason  street,  Mt.  Auburn  street,  and 


Total  operating  income  for  1958 
amounted  to  $989,573.  Total  operating 
expense  for  the  same  period  was  $734,- 
Coramunity  Program  317,  leaving  a  net  operating  income  of 

In  the  existing  units,  the  Housing  $255,255. 

Authority  provides  a  varied  program  of  Future  Projects  Planned 

community  activities  and  services  for  the  In  concluding  his  report.  Director 
tenants  under  the  leadership  of  a  Com-  Burns  stated: 

“The  year  1958  was  one  of  accom- 


parts  of  Massachusetts  avenue. 

The  Engineer’s  report  states  that  munity  Relations  Coordinator.  The  pro- 
there  are  203  miles  of  sewer  lines  in  gram  is  carried  on  with  the  cooperation  plishment;  however,  much  more  remains 


the  city. 


New  Building  Hits 
11  Million  Mark 


of  city  departments  and  private  agen-  to  be  done.  Two  major  items  which  the 
cies.  Boy  and  Girl  scout  programs  have  Authority  hopes  to  achieve  in  1959  are 
been  in  existence  in  the  housing  develop-  the  rehabilitation  of  site  improvements 
ments  for  a  number  of  years  and  annual-  at  New  Towne  Court  and  Washington 
ly  a  summer  playground  program  is  pro-  Elms  and  the  undertaking  of  a  program 
vided  in  the  larger  developments.  of  housing  for  the  elderly.” 

In  his  report.  Director  Burns  states  The  Housing  Authority  membership, 
that  vacancies  in  the  10  developments  appointed  by  the  City  Manager  and  the 


_  Construction  of  new  buildings  in  _ 

city  in  the  planning  for  the  widening  Cambridge  during  1958  was  estimated  to  are  at  a  minimum,  usually  only  for  the  Governor,  includes  Edward  M.  Martin, 
and  resurfacing  of  Massachusetts  ave-  have  cost  $11,504,000  according  to  the  '^^Sth  of  time  required  to  redecorate  a  Walter  L.  Reed,  John  J.  Conroy,  William 
-  -  ■  M.  Hogan,  Jr.,  and  Rt.  Rev.  E.  Joseph 


nue.  City  Engineer  Smith  reports  that 
the  avenue  from  Harvard  square  to 
Porter  square  will  be  the  first  section 
to  be  rehabilitated  and  widened. 

The  Engineer  reports  that  the  City 
of  Cambridge  has  a  total  of  130  mUes 


Su- 


annual  report  of  John  A.  DeLoria, 
perintendent  of  Buildings. 

Superintendent  DeLoria  reports  that 
of  the  total  new  construction, 
mately  $1,930,000  was 


unit  between  tenants. 


"Throughout  the  years  we  have  had  Burke,  P.P.,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

STATE  ELECTION 

anoroxi  demolished.  The  Board  of  Election  Commissioners 

■  1  Ki  Building  Department  expended  report  that  80.7%  of  the  total  registered 

.  taxable  $5,095  for  the  razing  of  privately  owned  vote  in  Cambridge  was  cast  in  the  1958 

of  streets.  Of  this  total,  117  miles  are  class  and  more  than  $9,573,000  was  in  buildings  which  had  been  condemned.  State  election  Two  Cambridge  residents 

accepted  ways  and  13  miles  are  unac-  the  non-taxable  class.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  all  build-  were  among  the  successful  candidates 

cepted  or  private  ways.  The  records  Fifty-three  new  dwelling  units  were  ing  permits  issued  by  the  department  in  for  Middlesex  County  offices  Farmer 

of  the  department  reveal  that  the  ear-  constructed  in  the  city  during  1958,  in-  1958  was  $13,193,574.  These  permits  Mayor  Edward  J.  Sullivan  was  elected 

best  date  of  acceptance  of  a  street  eluding  8  single  family  homes,  2  two-  covered  new  construction,  alterations.  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  and  Ed- 

as  a  public  way  dates  back  to  1635.  family  units  and  4  multi-family  units,  repairs,  additions  and  razings  of  build-  mund  C.  Bucklev  was  elected  Register 

Among  the  streets  still  in  use  which  During  the  year  a  total  of  231  dwelling  ings.  of  Deeds  ^ 


1958  STATE  HIGH  SCHOOL  HOCKEY  CHAMPIONS 


J  1  tuf  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School  hockey  team  won  the  State  Championship  in  1958  after  an  un-hill  struesle  The  team  w' 
rewarded  with  an  educationa  tour  of  Washington,  D.  C.  financed  by  public  subscription.  The  champions  are  sK  in  t™e  fffici2  team 
graph  taken  soon  after  clinching  the  title  Left  to  right,  kneeling,  are  Robert  St.  George,  Walter  McGinnlty  Sd  Duffy  Thomas 

Hickey  Jaines  Higgins  Thomas  Parnell,  and  Henry  Woods,  Jr  Standing,  left  to  right.  Manager  Ted  Tierney  ?rainc 
Bill  Doc  Linskey,  Assistant  Coach  William  Downing,  Edward  Quimby,  Robert  Serino  Carl  Edmonds  William  p  Pnmi/ai;  ir  mi 

ney,  William  McDonald,  Woodrow  Quimby,  Mario  Andella,  Manager  StepherRobbiu  and  Sach  Taml 

the  photo  was  taken  were  Robert  MeehanVFrank  Remeika,  and  jirry  Son.  Fitzgerald.  Players  not  present  whe 
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1958  ANNUAL  CITY  REPORT.  CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


■N  MEMORIAM 

NAIVIE 

Years  of 

Dept. 

Service 

N.  RUSSELL  CAZMAY 

Election 

31 

LT.  DANIEL  J.  COSGROVE 

Police 

18 

FRANCIS  A.  BURNS 

Police 

18 

OTIS  D.  POWERS.  JR. 

Fire 

20 

RUTH  SOUZA 

Hospital 

6 

JOHN  J.  DEVANEY 

Public  Works 

14 

THOMAS  F.  GRAHAM 

Public  Works 

30 

HERBERT  G.  JOHNSON 

Public  Works 

6 

LOUIS  J.  LeCLAIR 

Public  Works 

17 

JOHN  J.  LONG 

Public  Works 

19 

EDWARD  W.  LYONS 

Public  Works 

9 

FRANCIS  McDonald 

Public  Works 

14 

HENRY  R.  MURPHY 

Public  Works 

47 

JAMES  B.  MANSFIELD 

Building 

23 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Saves  Cash  for  Buyer  and  Vendor 


By  Anders  T.  Anderson 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

"Protector  of  the  Public’s  Pocketbook” 
is  a  good  descriptive  phrase  tor  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of 
the  City  of  Cambridge. 

This  is  one  municipal  department 
whose  activities  are  directed  entirely  to 
saving  money  for  people. 

It  is  the  department’s  responsibility 
to  inspect  and  test  for  accuracy  all 
weighing  and  measuring  devices  used 
commercially  within  the  city  and  to 
ascertain  that  prepackaged  merchan¬ 
dise  is  correctly  marked  as  to  weight  of 
contents. 

The  weights  and  measures  department 
activities  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
every  day  existence  of  each  citizen. 
Every  time  you  shop  for  food,  fill  the 
gas  tank  of  your  automobile,  have  a 
prescription  filled,  pick  up  a  quart  of 
milk  you  can  be  certain  that  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  has 
checked  the  measuring  devices  used  to 
assure  that  you  get  the  quantities  you 
specify. 

The  work  of  the  department  protects 
both  the  vendor  and  the  buyer  by  carry¬ 
ing  out  its  responsibility  of  checking 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
EMERGENCY 


Ambulance 

Fire 

Police 

Wafer 

Doctor 

Gas  or  Electric  Service 


TR  6-9800 
TR  6-5800 
UN  4-1212 
UN  4-5300 
LI  2-5500 
UN  4-3100 


CITY  HALL 


.  TR  6-6800 


connecting  with 
ASSESSORS 
AUDITING 
Bills  and  Accounts 
BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Building  Code 
Zoning  Ordinance 
BOARD  OF  EXAMINERS 
Contractors'  Licenses 
BUDGET-PERSONNEL 
Employment 
BUILDING 
Building  Permits 
Plumbing  Permits 
Wiring  Permits 
Zoning  Ordinance 
CITY  CLERK 
Birth  Certificates 
Busiiress  Certificates 
Cemetery  Deeds 
City  Council 
City  Ordinances 
Death  Certificates 
Dog  Licenses 

Fishing  and  Hunting  Licenses 
Marriage  Certificates 
Zoning  Petitions 
CITY  MANAGER 
CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES 
City  Council  Committees 

COMPLAmTS . Ext.  39 


LAW 

LICENSE  COMMISSION 
Licenses  for: 

Garages 

Junk 

Liquor 

Lodging  Houses 
Lord's  Day 
Music  Machines 
Open  Air  Parking 
Taxi  Drivers 
Victualers 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE 
Entertainment  Licenses 
Workmen's  Compensation 
PUCHASING 
Bids 

RECREATION 
Athletic  Permits 
Beach  and  Pool 
Playgrounds  -  Golf  Course 
Public  Baths 
RETIREMENT  BOARD 
SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
&  MEASURES 
TREASURER 
Tax  Collections 
WATER 
Bin  Collections 
Meter  Reading 

CITY  HALL 
ANNEX  . 


General  Relief 
Old  Age  Assistance 

OTHER  CITY  OFFICES 


TR  6-8621 


ENGINEERING 
City  Map 
Drain  Permits 
Mosquito  Control 
Street  Acceptance 
Street  Lines 
Utility  Locations 
HEALTH 
Burial  Permits 
Health  Education 
Health  Statistics 
Industrial  Health 
Public  Health  Nursing 
Well-Baby  Clinic 
X-Ray  Clinics 
Salk  Vaccine 


connecting  with 
CIVIC  UNITY  COMMITTEE 
HEALTH 
Dental  Clinics 
Housing  Inspection 
Laboratory 
Milk  Inspection 
Sanitation 

PLANNING  BOARD  ....TR  6-8622 
REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY  . TR  6-0285 

URBAN  RENEWAL 

COORDINATOR . TR  6-8621 

VETERANS'  ADMINISTRATION 

Veterans'  Benefits . TR  6-9435 

Veterans'  Services  . . . .  TR  6-9238 

WELFARE 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 


CIVIL  DEFENSE  . Kl  7-5355 

ELECTION  . TR  6-9828 

Voting  Registration 

ELECTRICAL  . TR  6-0125 

Fire  Alarm 
Street  Lights 
Traffic  Signals 

FIRE  . . TR  6-0125 

Fuel  Oil  Storage 
Inspection 

FORECLOSED  PROPERTY 

TR  6-4942 

GOLF  COURSE . EL  4-9130 

HOSPITAL  . EL  4-2020 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

UN  4-3020 

Public  Housing 
Veterans'  Housing 
INDUSTRIAL  COMMISSION 

TR  6-4100 

INFIRMARY  . TR  6-5370 

City  home  for  the  Aged 

LIBRARY . TR  6-5005 

PHYSICIAN  . EL  4-2020 

POLICE . TR  6-9800 

Bicycle 

Juvenile  Delinquency 
Traffic  Control 

PUBLIC  WORKS . TR  6-0859 

Cemetery  . TR  6-6818 

Garbage  Collection  ...TR  6-5642 

Incinerator  . TR  6-3438 

Parks  . EL  4-0840 

Rubbish,  Ash  Collection 

TR  6-0859 

Sewers  . TR  6-0859 

Street  Cleaning  . TR  6-0859 

Trees  . TR  6-0859 

SANATORIUM  . TR  6-5160 

SCHOOLS  . TR  6-4500 

WATER  . UN  4-5300 

connecting  with 
Filtration  Plant 
Maintenance 
Pumping  Station 
Superintendent's  Office 


It  is  suggested  that  this  telephone  list  be  clipped  and  posted  near  your  telephone  for  use  in  case  of 
emergency. 


measuring  devices.  It  protects  against 
inaccurate  delivery  which  could  result 
in  substantial  financial  loss  to  either 
the  buyer  or  the  vendor. 

During  1958  a  total  of  6144  weighing 
devices  were  tested  in  Cambridge.  Of 
this  number,  639  were  adjusted  by  the 
department  and  175  measuring  devices 
were  condemned  and  their  further  use 
prohibited. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  department 
conducted  surprise  tests  in  Cambridge 
food  selling  stores,  dropping  in  tor  a 
check  of  scales  and  prepackaged  foods 
without  advance  notification  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors.  A  total  of  4773  such  inspec¬ 
tions  and  reweighlngs  were  made  during 
the  year. 

The  department  inspected  more  than 
500  gasoline  pumps  during  the  year  and 
condemned  16  against  further  use. 

The  Sealer  is  assisted  in  his  work  by 
two  deputies,  James  J.  Lynch  and  Ro¬ 
bert  K.  Laffin. 


Law  Department  Report 

City  Solicitor  Richard  D.  Gerould  re¬ 
ports  that  the  year  1958  brought  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  accident  claims 
tried  or  settled  by  the  Cambridge  Law 
Department. 

"Due  to  the  continued  pressure  in  the 
Superior  Court  to  dispose  of  pending 
actions,  some  of  our  cases  are  being 
reached  for  trial  within  about  a  year  of 
their  entry  in  court.  The  volume  of  new 
entries  was  down  somewhat,  but  there 
was  an  increase  in  zoning  appeals,” 
City  Solicitor  Gerould  said. 

The  City’s  program  for  demolition  of 
unsafe  buildings  required  greater  efforts 
in  the  Law  Department  and  the  con¬ 
tinuing  acquisition  of  land  for  municipal 
parking  and  other  purposes  involved  ex¬ 
tensive  legal  work.  The  principal  sale  of 
city  land  was  of  the  Brattle  Square 
municipal  parking  lot  with  the  reserva¬ 
tion  of  a  perpetual  easement  for  public 
metered  parking. 

The  Law  Department  collected  about 
$13,500  on  Old  Age  Assistance  liens 
and  for  damage  to  City  property. 

Of  65  legal  opinions  rendered  by  the 
Law  Department  the  majority  were  on 
pension  and  personnel  questions. 

In  the  Legislature,  an  act  was  passed 
under  which  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  has  taken  over  control  and 
maintenance  of  the  First  Street  and 
Third  Street  bridges  over  the  Broad 
Canal. 

The  Law  Department  was  successful 
in  eliminating  from  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  a  provision  that  would  require  sale 
at  acquisition  cost  if  the  City  sold  any 
of  its  land  located  in  another  munici¬ 
pality. 


Fire  Radio  Installed 
By  Eleetrieal  Dept. 

With  quiet  efficiency,  the  Cambridge 
Electrical  Department  headed  by  City 
Electrician  William  H.  Crocker  carried 
out  its  municipal  duties  during  1958. 

The  23-man  department  is  responsible 
tor  installation  and  maintenance  of 
traffic  signais,  operation  and  mainten- 
anceof  the  fire  aiarm  system,  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  eiectrical  equipment  of  the 
municipai  departments,  and  supervision 
of  street  lighting. 

City  Electrician  Crocker  reports  that 
there  are  3532  lights  on  the  streets  of 
Cambridge  and  that  it  cost  $188,180.89 
in  1958  to  provide  street  lighting. 

The  department  continued  its  pro¬ 
gram  of  installation  of  street  traffic 
signais  at  intersections  designated  by 
safety  officials.  Also  continued  was  the 
program  of  installation  of  underground 
cable  for  fire  alarm  boxes  located 
throughout  the  city. 

A  modern  radio  dispatching  installa¬ 
tion  was  put  into  operation  in  1958  to 
handle  two-way  fire  department  com¬ 
munications  between  headquarters  and 
all  apparatus.  The  replaced  equipment 
was  put  on  a  stand-by  basis  for  emerg¬ 
ency  use. 

The  Electrical  Department  personnel 
was  also  responsible  for  the  moderniza¬ 
tion  and  rewiring  of  the  Putnam  School, 
and  the  City  Hall  Annex.  The  depart¬ 
ment  won  commendations  tor  the  beauty 
of  the  Christmas  tree  lighting  in  all 
principal  squares  of  the  city  during  the 
holiday  season. 


I 


